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ler, Cooper, Davis, Dawsen, Douglas, Downs, Feich, | 
Bu Poot Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, King, Mallory, 
Miller, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Suith, 
nce, Stockton, and Wade—30. 
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go the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move to strike out the 
cds * bread and water.” ; 

The PRESIDENT. That will not be in order, 
chat amendment has been adopted by the Sen- 


¥ 


’ \Mr. ATCHISON. I move, then, to reconsider 
the vote on concurring with the amendment made 
- Committee of the Whole. You protect the 
wilor’s back, and now 1 am disposed to protect 
the stomach. I consider the one about as respect- 
‘hie as the other; and I think the punishment of 
ng a sailor upon bread and water, although it 
not be infamous, is far more severe than 
googing. If { had to select a choice, | would take 
the fogging. [Laughter.] 

The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 

Mr. CHASE. There are many provisions of 
the bill, as L heard it read, cf which 1 approve. 
There are other provisions to which [ cannot give 
my assent. I cannot agree by my vote to sanc- 
jon a pubishment which places on the breast, or 
anywhere else upon the person of the Amerjcan 
sailor, a badge of dishonor—the epithet ‘* thief.’ 
Nor can [ consent to sanction any such punish- 
ment as the ** ball and chain.’’ But satisfied as 
1am that all hope of amendment to this bill is 
vain, | simply ask for the yeas and nays on the 
ewrossment, that | may record my vote against it. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to make a single inquiry 
of the chairman of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs before the bill is passed. I see by reference 
to the title of the bill, that it is entitled ** An act 
to enforce discipline and promote good conduct in 
the naval service of the United States.’’ With all 
respect to the committee, | wish to inquire whether 
this is all they propose to give us at this session, 
in order to promote good conduct in the naval ser- 
vice of the United States? 

Mr. BADGER. As I reported this bill, 1 will 
answer the Senator from New Hampshire, with 
the consent of the chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. This is not all that we propose to 
offer to the Senate during the present session. This 
is a measure indispensably required to be at once 
adopted as a necessary means of preserving order 
and discipline on board the ships of the country, 
while we are deliberating upon a permanent and 
more enlarged system. We hope to report another 
measure during the session. 

Mr. HALE. Then I have not a word to say 
in Opposition to this bill, I shall not oppose it. 
[wish simply to say, very briefly, that while I 
have no arene to this bill, as a temporary meas- 
ure, 1 do hope that at some early day the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs will furnish us with a bill 
which shall be permanent, and embrace everything 
that ought to be embraced in a bill to promote dis- 
cipline and good conduct in the naval service of 
the United States. In my judgment, such a meas- 
ue should go a great deal further than this bill 
goes. And one of the first and most indispensable 
prerequisites to promote discipline and good con- 
duet in the naval service of the United States, is to 
put the naval “service upon an equal footing with 
the merchant service. If I am not mistaken, at 
this time the average wages of good sailors in the 
merchant service of the United States are at least 
‘wenty-five per cent. in advance of those paid to 
the highest class of seamen in the naval service of 
the United States. While this is so—while the 
merchant service pays twenty-five per cent, more 
than the Government, the merchant service will 

ways have the best sailors, and the naval service 
will have the dregs and refuse. That is an indis- 
pensable prerequisite, if you mean to raise the 
haval service. 
_ Another thing, You should hold out, by rais- 
ing the pay ofseamen, inducements to young men 
ofthe first character in the country to enter the 
haval service. And to do that, you must offer 

em a higher prospect of promotion than a mere 
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change of rating. Good conduct must have some 
higher reward than that holden out in this bill. 
There is another thing to be done, and that is, you 
must abolish the spirit ration. I have the expe- 
| rience of some officers in the naval service of the 
United States, who tell me that the spirit ration 
| given to the sailors, is just exactly enough to keep 
alive in them an unhealthy appetite during the 
| cruise; so that when they come into port, they 


| have been disciplined and schooled by the Govern- 


| ment in intemperance, just exactly enough to en- 
| able them to go on shore, and commit that which 
| subjects them to the cruel punishments which 
| they have to endure. In other words, you make 


| them drunkards by law—you educate them to in- 


} temperance—you encourage them to debase-and 
| degrade themselves by the system to which you 
submit them, and then they are punished for it. I 
trust, with all deference to the Naval Committee, 
that they will take this view of the subject. 
| There are some other matters which I would 
| like to sée attended to. Ido not know but that 
| my suggestions may be considered absurd, but I 
| wish that every ship which goes to sea under the 
| flare of the United States should carry a well-se- 
| lected and well-arranged library, by means of 
| which every sailor disposed to inform himself, in 
| the hours in which he may not be employed at 
| work, should have the means at hand, by the aid 
of the Government, thus to improve his time. 
| He should not be shut up by law, and the only 
| possible excitement, physical or moral, the Gov- 
{ernment affords him is that which arises from 
taking the grog which you serve out to him. I 
think this is a suggestion which ought favorably 
to commend itself to the humanity of the Naval 
| Committee. 
| There are many other things that I think ought 
| to be done; and I hope that at an early day an 
| earnest and serious effort may be made to,put the 
| Navy where it ought to be. I think this is due to 
| the officers themselves. ‘There are a great many 
| naval officers throughout the country now living 
| in the hope and expectation that the cat-and-nine- 
| tails is to be restored. I think we owe it to them 
| that we should record, by yeas and nays, on the 
| journals of the Senate, what I have no doubt is 
| the deliberate judgment of three fifths, if not of a 
| larger majority, of this body, that it never can 
It ought to be settled by 


| and never will be done. j 
| legislation that that is a fixed fact per se, that that 
| thing never will be restored. When that is done, 
| men and officers will conform themselves to the 
new state of things which they see about them. 
| When such a bill as that shall be offered, 1 shall 
have something to say on the subject. I will not 
trouble the Senate now on that matter. 
I wish to say, however, that I have some facts 
|| which I have gathered in detail from the reports 
| of the Government upon this subject, by which I 
| can show my honorable friend from Florida, [Mr. 
| Mattory,] that he is exceedingly mistaken, not 
| only in the conclusions to which he comes, but in 
| the premises from which heargues. One of them 
I will state at this moment for his especial edifica- 
tion. In the report which was read, I think from 
| Mr. Engle, and one of those which the Senator 
| from Florida gave in his speech, he mentioned 
that flogging on board vessels was confined to 
|| comparatively a very small number ofthe crew. I 
| think he said, about twelve on board sloops, and 
'| about twenty on frigates partook of the flogging. 
\| I believe Lam correct in that statement. I have 
looked over the returns of several of these ves- 
| sels, and made somewhat of an analysis of them. 
| I shall give to the Senate the result of one. The 
| ship Columbus sailed out of the port of New York 
| on the 23d of February, 1846, and returned on the 
22d of February, 1849. That isa cruise of about 
| three years; and we have only the returns of about 
eighteen months, or one half of the voyage. Four 
| hundred and twenty-four floggings were adminis- 
| tered during these eighteen months. If that num- 
ber be divided between twelve or twenty men, it 
| will give a pretty considerable portion for each. 
| But I find that thisadministration of justice, though 
) severe, was a little more equal. I find, by these 


if 


i! bill. 





SESSION. 


New Series....Ne. 29. 

returns, that one man was flogged seven times: that 
four men were flogged five mes: thateleven men 
were flogged that twenty men were 


ered four tumes; 
hity seven were 


flogged three times; that men 


logged twice; and that two hundred and seven- 
ty-two took it once. Two hundred and seven- 
ty two different men were flogged once during 
eighteen months, or half the vovage If there 
was the same proportion Lirot ehout the whole 
voyage, there would have been five hundred and 


twenty-four dillerent men who received that pun 
"The re are det Lis 
ef other vessels which | have in my memorandum 
book, which go to establish the same fact 
there is a very great the 
which this thing has been carried on board of ves 
{ will not trouble the Senate further at this 
time; but I hope at some early day to have an 
opportunity of addressing the Senate on the sub- 
ect. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish to sayaword. Iamone 
among the number who voted to discontinue the 
practice of flogging sailors. 


ishment during one voyage. 


that 


mistake as lo extent te 


sels. 


Ldid not doubt th nh, 
and | donot doubt now, that some reg 


ulations are 
necessary in order to keep up proper and suitable 
discipline. { have been encouraged by the hope 


that something might grow out of 


those which have 


some consid- 


1°? 
uke 


erations been thrown out 
by the Senator from New Hampshire; that moral 
considerations to some extent, and that suitable 


rewards and suitable encouragements might be 
held out to men to maintain good 


good discipline on board ships. 


character and 
lam by no means 
certain that they would not be very greatly en- 
couraged—and that itanight not be done with great 
advantage 





by rewarding men, in money if you 

pleases for a course of rood conduct long con- 

tinued—by rewarding them in one of those various 

ways which are consistent with the discipline and 

best interests of the service. lL rise at the present 
time mainly to express the hope that when this 
subject shall be under the consideration of gentle- 
men composing the Naval Committee, to whom 
it is referred, they will embrace in their examina- 
tions these considerations; that they will bring 
their minds to bear upon them, and that they will 
investigate the subject sufficiently to ascertain 
whether some such course of discipline as that 
may not be effectual in the Navy. 

There are in this bill some pretty hard provis- 
ions, which are degrading in their character; but 
still, as there must be discipline in the Navy, and 
as men of large experience say that something of 
this sort is necessary, | shall reluctantly vote for 
this bill, but with the hope that a milder and more 
humane system niay be introduced. 

I think there is a great deal of misapprehension 
on this subject. Itis nearly two years since we 
passed the act abolishing flogging in the Navy, 
and also in the civil marine. I live in a commer 
cial community—in a State pe rhaps as largely el- 
gaged in navigation, in proportion to its popula- 

| tion and various interests, as any State m the 
Union; and, as far as regards the mercantile ma- 
rine, | have never heard a voice raised against it. 
I never have heard a word of complaint in the 
mercantile service in regard to it. I have yet ww 
meet the individual who seeks for the restoration 
of flogging in that service. Now tt to me 
that this is a fact that every gentleman can appre- 
ciate—that every gentleman can understand. It 
seems to me that the plain and obvious inference 
from it is, that the evil of a want of discipline for 
the want of power to control men by forcible 
means, is not so great as many gentlemen appre- 

| hend. But if gentlemen of experience in the pub- 
lic service still say that some power of this sort is 
indispensable to preserve good order and good dis- 

| cipline, I shall yield my views to them. I shall 
vote for this bill, and vote for it with the hope and 
expectation that the time is not remote when we 
shall come to a milder system. 

Mr. CHASE. I regret the necessity I have felt 

myself under of saying a word in reference to this 

I desired, cal nothing more than simply 
to place my name on record against a measure for 
which I eannot, in conscience, vote. The bill, as 


seems 
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originally reported from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, seems to me liable to comparatively little 
objection. It institutes, however, a code for the 
rovernment of the Navy which, in my judgment— 
inadequate, of course, for it is only that of a lands- 
man—is sufficiently severe. 

But I would consent, in deference to the judg- 
ment of the committee, and in deference to the 





judgment of others fully acquainted with the sub- | 
? of . ' 
ject, to vote for the bill, with the single amend- | 
ment of striking out the degrading punishment of | 


‘the ball and chain.’’ It will be observed that 
this punishment is not to be inflicted at sea, but in 
port, where it is most conspicuous and most de- 
grading. 

The amendments which have been offered to this 
bill, and adopted by the Senate, are, in my judg- 
ment, anything but amendments. ‘They are the 
reverse of amendments. They make that which 
was harsh and severe enough much more harsh 
and much more severe. One of theseamendments 
authorizes the commander of any vessel im the 
Navy, or of any shore station, to punish offences 
withovt a court-martial, without investigation, but 


summarily, and upon his own motion; by dimin- | 
ishing the rations; by restricting the diet to bread | 


and water; by imposing extra police, and other duties; 


and in case of theft, in addition to any one of these | 


punishments, by making good from the wages of | 


the offender to the owner the value of the article 


or articles stolen, and obliging the offender to wear | 


for any time not exceeding ten days, a badge with the 
word ** thief’’ thereon. 
Passing over other punishments, I desire to di- 


rect the attention of the Senate especially to two. | 
The first of these is the imposition of ** extra police | 


and other duties.’’ How large a variety of pun- 
ishments may be inflicted under this single pro- 


vision, and how enlarged is the range of discretion | 


which it confers upon the officer in command! 


It | 


seems to me that it must strike any man who will | 


reflect for a single moment, that it is a power too 
extensive, too arbitrary, and too dangerous to be 
granted. The other of these punishments to which 
I desire to call attention, is that of obliging the of- 
fender to wear a badge with the word ‘* thief” 
thereon. 


The object of all punishment is refor- | 


mation; at least the object of all punishment should | 
be reformation; and it seems to me that to the other | 


various punishments authorized by this act and 
this amendment, it is worse than superfluous to 
add a punishment which, in its nature, is so de- 
grading and so dishonorable. Sir, a man may be 
attacked and degraded not by punishment inflicted 
on the body only, but on the spirit also; and in 
my judgment, the former is less humiliating than 
the latter. J cannot, therefore, concur by my vote 


in the adoption of a law which authorizes a pun- | 


ishment of this character. 
And 1 would say to gentlemen who have pro 


fessed themselves to be anxious for reformation in | 


the Navy, that it is now, when a bill of this sort, 
containing provisions which many Senators deem 
essential to the discipline of the Navy, is under 
consideration, that they ought to propose the re- 
forms they desire. 
en the hands of those who are 
punishment, but slow to bring relief; who are 
ready to sanction all that is harsh, invidious, and 
dishonorable to the sailor, consoling him with 
the empty promise that at some future me, ats 
some more convenient season, when the isommit- 
mittee on Naval Affairs shall be quite at isure toc 
attend to it, some salutary provision 
troduced which may possibly benefitshi Condition. 
I should not have troubled the Senatesedwith the 
remarks but for the necessity impo me on baelye 
the refusal of the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BADGER. I do not wish to go into any 
discussion upon this bill, for I am anxious that it 
should be passed as early as possible. I merely 
wish to make this remark—that as a man con- 


They should not strength- | 
in haste to inflict | 


hil be tin- | 


sists but of body and of spirit, if we are not at lib- | 
erty to punish him through his body, it seems to | 
me to be highly wrong to say that we should not 


punish him by assailing him in his spirit. I think, 
therefore, that there is nothing in the objection 
made by the honorable Senator from Ohio. 


The question was then taken, and the bill was 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


KENTUCKY DEAF AND DUMB ASYLUM. 


| ability from performing his judicial duties; and 


THE CONGRE 


| than five minutes, and it is a matter of importance 


judges of the district courts of the State of New 


Senate to introduce a little bill which is a matter | 
of great consequence to the trustees of the Deaf 
and Dumb Asylum in Kentucky. I wish to have 
this bill before the committee as soon as possible. 
It is a bill to extend the time for selling the lands | 
granted to the Kentucky Asylum for teaching the 
deaf and dumb. 

Leave being granted, the bill was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee | 
on Public Lands. 


COURTS OF THE UNITED STATES. | 

Mr. FISH. There is a small bill onthe Calen- | 
dar which I ask the indulgence of the Senate to 
have passed at this time. 

The PRESIDENT. The hour for the consid- 
eration of the special order has arrived, and the | 
Chair really cannot allow gentlemen to interpose | 
other business—at least, not without the consent 
of the Senate. 


Mr. FISH. 


This bill will not occupy more 


in relation to the courts about to be held this 
month in the State of New York. It is Senate 
bill No. 78; a bill amendatory of an act entitled 


‘* An act to provide for holding the courts of the || 


United States, in case of the sickness or other 
disability of the judges of the district courts,’’ ap- | 
proved July 29, 1850. 

Mr. BUTLER. If that bill is to pass at all, it 
is very important that it should pass now. I am 
sure there will be no objection to it. In order to 
bring the subject to which it relates to the under- 
standing of the Senate, I will say that it is to 
amend a bill which is now in operation, and which 
thus far has worked well. From what I have 
learned of this matter, it appears that Judge Betts, 
of New York, had more business than he could 
attend to; and by an application of the bar, and 
with a view of facilitating the business, an act was 
passed providing that in case of the sickness or 
other disability of the judge, other judges should 
be allowed to take his place. This bill is only to 
extend the provisions of that act, and to allow the 


York to call in the aid of other judges. There 
are the judges of the district courts of the States of 
Vermont and New Hampshire, and some others, 
who have but very little to do, and might, when 
requisite, go to New York and do this business 
very well. 

‘The question was then taken to postpone the 
prior order, and it was decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was then considered by the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole. It provides that the 
authority conferred by the former act (July 29, 
1850) may be exercised by a circuit judge, or by 
the Chief Justice of the United States, as, in the 
said act directed, whenever, on the certificate of the 
clerk of the circuit or district court, under the seal 
of the court, it shall be made to appear to the sat- 
isfaction of such judge or chief justice, that the 
public interest, from the accumulation or urgency 


of judicial business in any district, shall require |) 
’ l 


it to be done; and that the district judge so desig- 
nated shall have and exercise the same powers 
within such district as if the district judge resident 
therein, were prevented, by sickness or other dis- 





that it shall be lawful in case of such appointment, 
for each of the said district judges separately to 
hold a district or circuit court at the same time in 
such district, and discharge all the judicial duties 
of a district judge therein. 

No amendment being offered to the bill, it was 
reported to the Senate, and was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


THE COMPROMISE RESOLUTION. 
The special order having been called, namely, 


| the resolution offered by Mr. Foote, of Missis- 


sippi, in relation to the compromise measures, 
Mr. GWIN. I believe, Mr. President, that 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Bapegr] 
is willing that the special order should be post- 
poned to some future day, as there is a number of 
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important bills which it is desirable should be pro- 
ceeded with, in order that they may go to the House 
of Representatives if they are passed here. 

Mr. BADGER. Immediately after I had moved 
an adjournment yesterday, several Senators inti- 


| mated to me that they had bills here which they 


were anxious should be proceeded with and sent 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Before the special order || to the other House; and they desired that I would 


is called, I ask the unanimous indulgence of the || postpone my remarks on this special order to 








Feb. 3 
—— ~ — , 
some future day. TI replied that it was of no cop. 
sequence whether I spoke to-day or at some f con. 
time; and I will therefore move the Postpo a 
of this subject until this day week, ’™™ 


The motion to postpone was agreed to, 
UNITED STATES COURTS IN VIRGIN}, 


Mr. BUTLER. I hope that by the unanim 
, consent of the Senate, the bill to chance the a 
for holding the district courts of the United — 
in the western district of Virginia will be a 
up. It is like the other bill which we abe: i. 
passed. It is simply to change the times of kata. 
ing the courts, and it is important that it st 8 
be acted upon now. oe 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration 
the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 7 

The bill embraces four sections, the firs .¢ 
which provides that instead of the terms now o 
scribed by law for holding the district courts of 
the United States in the western district of V;. 
ginia, they shall hereafter commence and be a 
as follows: At Wytheville on the 2ath days of 
March and August; at Charlestown on ao. 
days of April and September; at Wheeling on o 
19th days of April and September; at Clarksbure 
on the Ist days of May and October, and at Sia, 
| ton on the 20th days of June and November. jp 

every year. Should any of these days fal} 
Sunday, the court is to be held on the next eye. 
ceeding Monday. 

The second section provides that all proceedines 
whatever pending, or which may be pending in 
said courts, shall have a day thereon, and be Bro 
ceeded with and decided as if the terms of ho 
said sessions had not been altered. 

The third section fixes the salary of the judges 
at $2,500 per annum, payable as the salaries of 
other judges of the United States are now paid; 
and 

The fourth section provides that the act shal} 
commence and be in force from and after the first 
of June next. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. Q 


NAVIGATION OF THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI, 
The PRESIDENT. The next special order is 


_a bill for improving the navigation of the Upper 
Mississippi. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. I hope the Senate will 
pass that over, and take up the bill which was 
| under discussion the other day making a grant of 
land to the State of Iowa for the construction of 
| certain railroads. 
Mr.GWIN. Move to postpone all the special 
| orders and take up the Calendar. 

Mr. JONES. Very well. I will move to post- 
pone all the special orders and proceed with the 
Calendar. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


| postpone all the special orders, and it was agreed 
to. 


¢ 
i 


Iding 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of * A bill granting the right of way and making 
a grant of land to the State of Towa in aid of the 
construction of certain railroads in said State.” 

The pending question is on the amendment sub- 
| mitted some days since by Mr. Unperwoon, 
| which was offered after the bill had been consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole and reported 
| to the Senate. 

Mr. FELCH proceeded to address the Senate; 
and having spoken until the usual hour of adjourn- 
ment without finishing, he yielded the floor at the 
request of several Senators. The report of his 
remarks will be found in the Appendix. 


NON-INTERVENTION. 


Mr. CASS. To-morrow was fixed for the con- 
sideration of the resolutions of the Senator from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Cuarke.] I had an miter 
view with him last evening, and I do not know 
whether he will be able to come to the Senate t0- 
morrow. If he is not able to go on, with his con- 
| currence, which I[ have already obtained, I shall 
| ask the Senate to take up the subject, as soon 8s 
| my colleague shall have concluded. 


CENSUS PRINTING. 


| On motion by Mr. SMITH, by unanimous con- 
sent, it was 
Ordered, That the amendment submitted by him to the 
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mone : rn 
ition to provide for the printing of the Returns of | 
h Census, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


unt resolt 
ant 


we sevent 


BILLS PASSED. | 
The following engrossed bills were severally | 

wad & third time and passed: 

M4 bill for the relief of Mary W. Thompson; 
4 bill for the relief of John T. Sullivan ; 
4 bill for the relief of Joseph Gideon; 

{ bill for the relief of John O. Means; 
4 bill concerning the sessions of the courts of 
ho United States in the district of Delaware; 
"4 bill for the relief of George Poindexter; 

, bill for the relief of William Miller; 
\ bill for the relief of Ezra Williams; and 


, bill making an appropriation in part for the 
ection of a light-house on Sand Key, Florida. 
The Senate then adjourned. ; 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 3, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. L. F. Moraan. 
“‘TheJournal of Monday was read and approved. 


INTERVENTION. 


Mr. ANDREWS. [ask the unanimous consent | 
of the House to introduce the resolutions of the | 
Lezislature of the Stafe of Maine, in relation to | 
Hungary and intervention. 

No objection was made, and they were intro- 
duced, as follows: 


Prayer 


Resolve extending an invitation to Louis Kossuth. 

Resolved, That in Louis Kossuth we recognize a distin- 
mished representative of freedom and constitutional liber 
wy: and that His Excellency the Governor be requested to 
extend to him a cordial invitation to visit the capital of this 
State. 

Resolved, That we tender to Louis Kossuth the assurance 
that we entertain a sincere sympathy for the wrongs ot 
Hungary, and a deep detestation of the despotic tyranny of 
Austria, and the unwarrantabie intervention of Russia. | 

Resolved, That we earnestly desire that the General Gov- | 
enment of the United States may exert an influence, in | 
wme wise and proper manner, against all such intervention | 
jn turure. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
communicate a copy of these resolutions to each of our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

Mr. ANDREWS. I desire their reference to 
thesame committee to which the resolutions of the 
State of Alabama upon the same subject were re- 
ferred. 

The SPEAKER. That was the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. ANDREWS. I then move that the res- 
olutions be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Afairs, and that they be printed; which motion 
was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. PEASLEE, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files of the House, for 
the purpose of reference in the Senate, the petition 
and papers of Jacob Gideon. 

Mr. LANE, by unanimous consent, presented 
acertain memorial of the Legislative Assembly or || 
Oregon; which was referred to the Committee on 
a ; ; 
territories and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARK. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution which I 
deem of considerable importance. 
The resolution was read for information, as fol- 

' 
lows: 


Resolved, that the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
fructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing an 
“ditional number of military posts on the overland route 
fom the Missouri river to California, for the protection of 
migrants and travelers, and that they report by bill or 
cherwise. | 

| 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected to its intro- 
icuon, 


ASSIGNABILITY 


OF BOUNTY LAND WAR- 


RANTS. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 

non, for the purpose of taking up the special | 
order; which motion was agreed to. 
lhe House accordingly resolved itself into the | 
ommittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. Oups in the chair.) 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved to take up | 
the bills made the special order. 

The CHAIRMAN. A motion for that pur- | 


pose 8 unnecessary. They come up as the first | 


ousiness in order before the committee. | 


The CHAIRMAN. The special order is the 


consideration of the joint resolution of the House, 
No. 1, and the Senate bill No. 146, explanatory 
of the act of September 28, 1850, entitled **An act 
granting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vice of the United States.’” The Senate bill having 
been made a part of the special order, will, in the 
opinion of the Chair, take precedence. 

Mr. FULLER. I ask that the bill be read. 

The Clerk then read the Senate bill through. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. Mr. Chairman, I 
desire to claim the attention of the House a short 
time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Task the gentleman 
to allow me to inquire of the Chair, which bill is 
before the committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Senate bill. 
are both named in the same order. 

Mr. JONES. I-believe the rule is to read the 
first séction now, and then it will be open for 
amendment, and the gentleman from Florida [Mr. 
Casett] will be in order to address the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first section of the 
bill will be again read. 

The first section was then read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That all warrants for military bounty 
lang, which have been or may hereafter be issued under 
any law of the United States, and all valid locations of the 
same, which have been, or may hereafter be made, are 
hereby declared to be assignable, by deed or instrument of 
writing, made and executed after the taking effect of this 
act, according to such form and pursuant to such regulations 
as may be preseribed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, so as to vest the assignee with all the rights of 
the original owners of the warrant or location: Provided, 
That any person entitied to preéinption right to any land, 
shall be entitled to use any such land warrant in payment 
of the same, at the rate of $1 25 per acre, for the quantity 
of land therein specified. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
from Florida will allow me, I desire to inquire 
whether it would be in order to move an amend- 


mend to the Senate bill, to strike out all after the 


They 


enacting clause and to insert the bill reported by | 


the select committee of the House. My object is 
to get both propositions before the committee at 
the same time. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
in order under the rules. 

Mr. HARRIS. Does the Chair decide 
such an amendment is not in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 
is not in order to substitute one bill for another 
when both bills are pending before the committee. 


I suppose it will not be 


that 


It is not in order to move to strike out all after the | 


enacting clause, and insert the House bill. 
the gentleman from Tennessee appeal ? 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to get both proposi- 
tions before the House at the same time. Andas 
the Chair has ruled my motion out of order, I 
think I will take an appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is this: The 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Hanrais] moves 
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
Senate bill, and to insert the bill reported to the 
House from the select committee. The Chair de- 
cides, that as both bills are pending before the 
committee it is not in order to strike out one and 
insert the other. From that decision the gentle- 
man from Tennessee takes an appeal. The ques- 
tion is, then, Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
as the judgment of the committee? 

Mr. JENKINS. Isit not better to proceed and 

erfect the bill before the committee? and then, if 
it be desired, the gentleman can offer a substitute 
for it. Will not the gentleman derive all the ben- 


efit which he desires by offering his substitute 


after the bill before the House has been discussed 
and perfected ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
55th rule. 

The 55th rule was then read, as follows: 

‘*No motion or proposition on a subject different from 


The Clerk will read the 


that under consideration, shall be admitted under color of 


amendment. No bill or resolution shall at any time be 
amended by annexing thereto, or incorporating therewith, 
any other bill or resolution pending before the House.”’ 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I suppose the 
ground upon which the gentleman from Tennes- 
see rests his motion, is that the House bill and the 
Senate bill, as now before this committee, are the 
same in subject-matter. They were both taken 
up by joint motion in the House to refer to this 
committee. Henee it does not come under the 
operation of the rule which has been read. 


TheCHAIRMAN. TheChair supposes, how- | i is C 
| ever, that two distinct bills cannot be under con- || was such as to violate that very principle upon 


Does | 
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sideration at the same time, although referred in 


the same order. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The point of order will be, 
whether this committee can take charge of both 
of these propositions? It was only by the unani- 
mous consent of the House the other day, that an 
order of the House was made by which both of 
these bills were entertained under one motion, and 
referred to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis usual in such refer- 
ence to say, that they shall be jointly considered. 
This order does not so specify. ; 

Mr. FICKLIN. It seems to me, that there is 
another reason why the decision of the Chair is 
right, and it is this- 

The CHAIRMAN. 
batable. 

Mr. FOWLER moved to lay the appeal upon 
the table. : 

The CHAIRMAN. 
mittee of the Whole. 

The question was then taken upon the appeal, 
and it was decided in the affirmative 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. When the House 
was last in Committee of the Whole, we were en- 
tertained by a discussion between gentlemen from 
the Northern or Eastern sections of the Union, 
with some account of the action of parties in their 
I ask the attention of the 
House now for a very few moments, while I speak 
of what has been done in another section of the 
country, which I deem to be of as much public 
interest as anything, perhaps, to which I can ad- 
dress myself. 

Mr. JENKINS. Is it in order to discuss this 
bill without any amendment pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. CABELL. It will be recollected by the 
House, that during the progress of our oreaniza- 
tion, | amongst others expressed my surprise in 
regard to the action of the two parties, in prepar- 
ing themselves for that organization, in their re- 
spective caucuses, I stated then, and I state now, 
that when I came to Washington, this winter, it 
was my expectation, from the opinions which had 
been so frequently expressed, the declarations so 
frequently made, and the pledges so frequently 
eiven, that the Democratic party of the North 
and the Union, when brought together here would 
adopt and recommend to the country an acqui- 

>and that the 
Whig party could not do so. 1 have always be- 
lieved, that upon all general questions, div iding the 
two parties of the country, the Whig party has 
been the true conservative party, saving and ex- 
cepting upon this question of slavery; and upon 
that they have run as wild as wild can be. I had 
observed, as I stated upon that occasion, that the 
Democratic party had been represented by more 
men upon the floor of the House of Represent- 
atives entertaining what I conceive to be sound 
and proper views of slavery and Southern rights 
than the Whig party. The mass of these two 
parties at the North I had never believed to be 
materially different. I believe truth is, that 
they are about the same. But from some cause 
or other, the Democratic party has heretofore re- 
turned more men to the Congress of the United 
States who entertain views coincident with my 
own, upon this Southern question, than the Whig 
party. With these opinions, facts, and expecta- 
tions, I avowed my purpose in the organization 





The question is not de- 


It cannot be done in Com 


escence in the compromise measures 


the 


| of the House, to act with that party which would 


stand by the Constitution of the United States and 
the rights of my-section of country, and indorse 
, I thought the Dem- 
ocratic party would do this, but they did not. 

My friend from Virginia, {[Mr. Meape,] during 
that discussion, suggested to me that | shoul 
avail myself of that occasion, or of some early 
oceasion, to separate myself from the Whig party, 


and come over to the ranks of the Democratic party. 
| Sir, the only alternati#e upon which I would ever be 


willing to pursue such a course—the only thing that 
would ever induce me to think of acting with the 


| Democratic party—the only consideration for it, 


| failed. 


I had been deceived by the representations 
of thatparty. I believed they had put themselves 
upon constitutional grounds, and I said that I would 
act with them, as I would act with any party that 
would pursue that course. But the very first ac- 
tion of that party in the opening of this Congress, 
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which alone I was prepared to act with them. 
Finding myself then in the unfortunate position of 
not beg able toact with anything hke cordsality 
with the great masa ofthe Whig party of the North, 
iot at all with a large portion of them, and 
failuiz, as the Hiouse will perceive, to find in the 
Democratic party the adoption of measures that 
would enable me to act with them, I thought there 
was yt one party in the country which wemight 
There has of late been established in the 
southern country what iscalled the Constitutional 
Union party—a party formed upon the very prin- 
ciples which L stated would have mduced me to 
act with the Democratic party in the organization 
of the House, if the Whigs had refused to put 
mselves on the same platform. 

I desire now to call the attention of the House 
article which appeared some time since in 
one of the leading Union newspapers in Georgia, 
the Macon Journal and Messenger, and also, to 


LTuURL, 


,>an 


the succeeding action of the Union party in the 
Levislature of Georgia. Here is a long article 
which sets out with the proposition, that the time 
has arrived when the Union party of the South is 


iis action in reference to the 
It goes on, then, to state 
that, in the estimation of the editor of that paper, 
the Union party cannot act with the Whig party, 
because they are swallowed up by the Abolition- 
ists, but that they may act with the Democratic 
party. After taking this position, the article goes 


on to say: 


to determine upon 


presidential election. 


‘We say, then, that the Union men of the South enght 


to send delegates to the Baltimore Convention. ILtis the 
most effectual way toaecomplish their design of saving and 
perpetuating the Union. Unless they do so, that Conven 
tion may lose ita conservative character, and may bring for- 
ward a candidate who will be obnoxious to the South, 
Vhere isat this moment a most singular coalition formed 
between the Abolitionists and Disunionists to control that 
Convention No sensible man can close his eyes to that 
taet Van Buren, Blair, Benton, and their Free-Soil coad- 
jutors, are marshalling their forces at the North. Rhett, 


Cornmander, McDonald, and Quitman, are gathering to 
gether the seattered meinbers of the coftin regiments at the 
South. These men, defeated in their late treasonable 
schemes, are now about to combine for the purpose of sub- 
sidizing and controlling the national Democracy. They 
will my lish their purpose, too—unless deteated by a 
prompt movement on the part of the Union men of the 
Souih. Here,in our very inidst, they are changing their 
names, repudiating their principles, and preparing to asso- 
chite with what, a few months since, they termed ‘the radi- 
eal, rotten Democracy of the North!’ Open Disunionists, 
wie denounced Yankees, who refused to trade with them, 
orto admit them into their family circles, are now ready to 
embroce the ‘sweet little fellow’ of Kinderhook and the 
whole borde of his Abolition followers. Even the honor- 
able Representative from the first districtis found closetted 
withsuch men as Disney, of Ohio! Verily, coming events 
cast their shadows before. 

‘Now, we hope that the Union men of the South will 
send delegates to Baltimore for the purpose of breaking up 
this infumous coulition between the Abolitionists and fire- 
ealers—we hope they will send delegates there who will 
codperate with the true Jackson Democracy—reafiirm the 
doctrines of the Georgia Convention—ingratt the principles 

( the compromise upon the Baltimore piatform, and bring 
out some such man as Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency. 


* Por ourselves, we honestly believe that this is the only 


way in which the country can be saved. If the Southern 
Union men remain out of that Convention, the compromise 
wings of the Democratic party—the tue Jackson Democ- 
rrey —will be overwhelmed by the combined power of the 
Van Buremtes and Rhettites—a Free- Soil Anti-compromise 
ticket will be nominated—the slavery agitation will be re- 
opened, and the Union will be lost. 

\e throw out these hints for the reflection of our 
Union friends in the Legislature, and hope they will take 


some action in the premises before they disperse.”’ 

‘*Our Union friends in the Legislature’’ took 
the **hint,’? and passed resolutions recommend- 
ine the Union party to send delegates to the **Bal- 


timore Convention,’”’ 

[ will not detain the committee by reading the 
's any further. : 

Vow, sir, if this paper speaks the sentiments of 
the Constitutional Union party of Georgia, I am to 
understand that that organization was perfected, 

been alleged, for the sake of the Union 
and the Constitution, but for the sake of the Demo- 
cratic party. I was elected to this House as a 
Wig, not as a Constitutional Union man; but I 
was one of those who were disposed to favor that 
‘*‘organization.”’ But in doing so, let me tell my 


arti 


a . nas 


honorable friends, the members of the Union party, | 


that it was no purpose of mine that they should 
thereby convert me into a Democrat—and that 


seems to be their purpose, if this paper speaks the 


sentiments of the party, and the action of the | 
Union men of the Legislature seems to justify the | 


opinion that it does, Sir, | feel proud of the po- 
sition that the party with which I have acted here- 


tofore has occupied before the country. [Lama 
member of the Southern Whig party. I believe 
it to be the constitutional party—the true conserv- 
ative party of the country, opposed to all mere 
abstractions of the South, and to Sewardism, 
Greelyism, Van Burenism, and all the other isms 
of the North. o 
party, because, with few exceptions, the members 
of it are Union men, and as Union men we might, 
without surrendering any of our prinesples, act in 
harmony with the Union Constitational party. It 
would be in accordance with the conservative 
principles of our party to abandon party names 
and party organizations to act with any man or 
set of men who, under a new organization, would 
contribute to the preservation of the Constitution 
and the Union. - I was willing to go into such an 
organization, or to act with any party that would 
faithfully carry out its principles. 

But I ask the attention of the House to the 
reasons Which induced this editor to recommend 
that the Union party should send delegates to the 
Baltimore Convention. He says: 

“The Union men of the South, in our opinion, can ae 
complish their purposes and establish their principles as 
effectually without a national Union organization as with 
it. They now control the States of Georgia, Alabama, 
Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Virginia, North Carolina, and Maryland. It is possible 
they might rally a majority even in South Carolina. The 
votes of those States are not sufficient to elect a President ; 
but if thrown in one body into a national convention, they 
mightsecure the selection of a proper candidate whose elec- 
tion they would place beyond a doubt.” 

Now, I ask my Union friends why, with that 
declaration, they should determine to send dele- 
gates to the Democratic Convention, rather than 
to the Whig Convention? I believe they could 
control either, but I do not think they should be 
represented in either. 1 think | may pledge my- 
self for the Whig party, that if the Union party 
should act cordially with them and go into the 


| Whig Convention, the Whig representatives wou!d 
do precisely the same as this editor says the Dem- 


ocratic party would do, and which they will not 
do, unless you go there to help to prevent them 
from disregarding the Constitution. I believe, 
from the indications which have lately been made, 
that the Whig party of the country may—and l 
hope it will be so, even without the aid of the 
Union party—put itself upon this constitutional 
ground and adopt the recommendation of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, that the slavery agita- 
tion shall cease, and that the compromise of the 
last Congress shall be considered as final. I hope 
I may not be mistaken. 

Until recently, as | have said, we had more 
sound men in the councils of our country from 
among the Democrats than from among the Whigs; 
and it may be true, as has been alleged, that there 
was more soundness upon this question in the 
Democratic party of the North than in the Whig 
party. But I believe that that state of things does 
not now exist. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Ranrovut] gave the House the reason 
the other day. They found it was a losing game. 
The Democratic party of Massachusetts, the gen- 
tleman told the House, has been laboring against 
heavy odds; all the wealth and the power and 
patronage of the State was against them; the Free- 
Soil influence was against them; and they were 
kept down. Well, they had no idea of submit- 
ting to that state of things any longer, so they 
turned round and bargained for, and bought up 
the Free-Soilers. 

Mr. RAN TOUL, (interrupting.) With the per- 
mission of the gentleman, I desire to say a word 
or two. Of course, if the gentleman quotes me at 
all, he intends to quote me correctly. I have not 
said that the Democratic party had turned round, 
or had bargained with anybody, or had done any- 
thing new to get themselves out of the position 
which they had been in for the last twenty years. 
I have described their position, and the Democratic 
party has still struggled under the same disadvan- 
tages. The course it has taken wpon the point 


I feel proud of belonging to that |) 


which the gentleman has been touching on, I in- | 


tend to explain to the House at a convenient op- 
portunity 
~Mr. CABELL. I ask the gentleman whether 
he considers himself a Democrat? 

Mr. RANTOUL. I am very. happy the gen- 
tleman has put that question. I will answer it if 
he will allow metodo so. I answer it in this way— 
and perhaps there is no member upon this floor 
who can give the answer in a more decided man- 
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ceived from that party was a wreanimous 
tion; it was given to me by the Democratic 
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Fe’) 3. 


D ti i YY the 
atic palty-over ae 
emocratic party over and over again fir 


years past, unanimously ; the last nominatic 


“OTe 
n | re. 
mi 


< . ; Party 
knowing my views apoen the qrestion to wh; 7 


gentleman alludes, and after I had explained 1) a 
views fully, in a speech since published a 
largest Democratic convention—called withe ae 
erence to this question—ever held in the distr 

After that nomination, the trial came on; there y., 
no choice at the first trial. At the second tria} 94. 
that convention, I received the largest Deno 
vote ever thrown in the district; after reje: 
votes of all those Free-Soilers who did 
honor to vote for me, it was still the largest eye 
thrown at that season of the year. That, [ gy, 
pose, entitles me to consider myself in fal) co. 
munion with the Democratic party of the State of 
Massachusetts. If lam nota Democrat, there me 
no Democrats in New England. That is the aa 
cessary and the only inference. F 

Mr. CABELL. I do not desire a better jijys. 
tration of the truth of what I have just sad, thy: 
there is now going on a change in the public mind 
as was once said by a distinguished gentlemay j; 
the Senate in regard to this question of slavery 
We all know what are the opinions of the gentic. 
man who has just spoken, and he tells the Hoyse 
that he received the largest Democratic vote eyor 
given in his district. That is evidence of wha: 
is well known to be the fact, that in the State of 
Massachusetts the Democratie party, tired of 
being without office, as the gentleman told us the 
other day, were determined to hold out induce. 
ments to these Abolitionists to sustain them. 
They met in joint convention, nominated some 
Democrats and some Free-Soilers, elected their 
men, and ousted the Whigs; and the gentleman, 
entertaining the opinions which we all know he 
does, has been sent here by the largest Democratic 
majority ever given in his district. 

Mr. DISNEY, (interrupting.) I was busily 
engaged in writing, and did not hear the gen- 
tleman, but I have been imformed that near the 
commencement of his remarks, he took occasion 
to introduce my name as having been published in 
conjunction with the names of certain Abolition- 
ists. 

Mr. CABELL. I read it froma newspaper. | 
will send the paper to the gentleman, and he can 
read it for himself. 

Mr. DISNEY. I have since, with the permis- 
sion of the gentleman, had an opportunity to look 


Ut ref. 


HOC at) 
‘ing t 


vy 
ili 


/at the paper, and the remark there made lesiti- 


| but to denounce them. 


mately carries with it the inference that I am part 
and parcel of the Abolition party, or inesome de- 
gree affiliated with them. Now I avail myself of 
this occasion to say that I never did in my life, 
either at home or elsewhere, sympathize in the 
slightest degree with the Abolition party. I never 
uttered a sentiment in relation to that party, either 
on the stump or in the Legislature of my State, 
If the statement in that 
paper is a fair specimen of the intelligence of the 
people of that country, I do not wonder at any 


| doctrine which the Whig party may adopt there. 


Mr. CABELL. 


I presume the reason why the 


inference was drawn of which the gentleman from 
Ohio complains, is, that he expressed or intimated 
| a willingness to vote for the Wilmot proviso for 
reasons stated at a former Congress, and that he 


voted against the fugitive slave bill in the last Con 


gress. 


Mr. DISNEY. And why didI vote against it 
Mr. CABELL. I do not know why. 
Mr. DISNEY. 


_ I will tell him why. 


Mr. CABELL. I cannot be interrupted in thi 
manner. I was proceeding to say 
Mr. DISNEY. I beg 


Ss 





If the gentleman will allow me, 


8 


just to say that I voted 


| against the fugitive slave law because it was not 


_ stringent enough, and because I believed, if passed 


’ 


it would become a weapon in the hands of the 


Free-Soilers [laughter] for agitation. 
Mr. CABELL. Then it seems the gentleme 


|is more Southern than the South itself; and 


seems very singular to me, that if he really — 
tains these sentiments he should have voted — 
Wilmot proviso, and against a bill with which the 


Southern representatives were satisfied. 


Mr. Chairman, there are a good many —_ 
ences which I desire to make to the action © 


| parties in other States, but T eannot for want 
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y eetts is too palpable, and the position of the 
ey jocratic party too well established, to say more 
oon srence to them. We all know what is the 
og of the Demecratic party in the Shue of 
ee now, and what it has been for some time 


ui 


. We know the principle upon which the | 
s Governor was recently elected, although | 


reasent t ; . ; 
has, in his last message, proclaimed sentiments 
“hich meet my approbation, so far as they go. 
B » the Governor of Ohio was elected upon his 
laration that ** the fugitive slave law can never 
Sed ve the voluntary co6peration of the peeple ef 
»» State of Ohio.’? That was the principle upon 
which he effected his election—opposition to the 
wtive slave law. Now, | allude to this fact bee 
~ eo a gentleman now occupying the chair, [Mr. 
Ops.) a recent speech, spoke ef the peculiar 
euthernism of the Democracy of Ohio, as shown 
- «hig election and in other instances Again, sir, 
she late Democratic Convention of Ohio passed a 
eolytion declaring ** that slavery is an evil which 
oyoht to be eradicated, and its extension prevented 
ie all lawful means.” We know that in that 
‘gvention, held in the State of Ohio, this senti- 
went was avowed; and such has been the inroad 
af Free-Soilism upon the Democracy of that State 
that in a district lately represented by a distin- 


eause 


wished member from Oho, [Mr. Root,] a free || 
i Whig, whose anti-slavery opinions are well | 

soil g, y 9 

tnown, is now represented by a free soil Demo- | 


crat, though, as 1 am informed, there was a de- 


cided Whaz nvajority in the district. The coalition | 


by which Mr. Chase was elected to the Senate is 
amatter of history. The fact is, Mr. Chairman, 
the Democrats have fairly outbid the Whigs in 
this State, as in Massachusetts; and as | heard an 
Ohio Whig complaming, ‘*the Democrats have 
bought up or sto 
es.” Well, sir, lam glad of it. [ rejoice that 
the Whigs are getting rid of them, and I hope 
the Democracy will make better use of them than 
the Whigs did. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I hope the gentleman will 
allow me to correct him. know he intends to 
state his positions correctly. But I will state to 
him, that in some portions of the State to which 
he has made allusion, the Democrats have bought 
up the Whigs. If he will examine the recent po- 
itical history of that State, he will see that in one 
portion of the State the whole Whig party were 
found voting for a Democrat and the Democratic 
ticket, and that ticket was elected. And that dis- 
trict, which was formerly a strong Whig district, 
isnow one of the strongest Democratic districts in 
the State. So it seems that the Democrats have 
nought beth the Whigs and Democrats, [renewed 
laughter. } 

Mr. CABELL. 


have said. 





This only confirms what I 


Now to return to this Constitutional Union party, 


orrather, | should say, the Constitutional Union | 


Democratic party. I ask the gentlemen of that 
party why it is they come forward now and seek 
force a union with the old Democratic party? 
What is the position of the great mass of the Dem- 
ocratic party at the South upon the questions upon 
which the Union party was formed? Their posi- 
ion is directly at war with the principles of the 
Vonstitutional Union party. The position of the 


Whig party of the South cannot be mistaken. It | 


has been clearly defined by their declaration of 
‘ntiments, given here and elsewhere, by the votes 
which have been given by those gentlemen on all 
easions upon this floor. They have almost uni- 
lormly declared for the Union and the compro- 
mist, In this connection I beg to call the atten- 
“on of the committee to a certain paper which 
vas signed by a good many members of the 
iouse of Representatives and a few of the Senate, 


en most of our Whig free soil- 


I have not time to allude to coalitions | 
uw other States, with which we are all familiar. | 











ciring the last Congress of the United States. | 


in 
Union party was formed: 


oa undersigned, members of the Thirty-first Congress 
the United States, believing that a renewal of sectional 


euveray upon the subject of slavery would be both dan- 


‘al paper shows the opinion of the two parties | 
‘relation to those questions upon which the | 


“us to the Union and destructive of its object, and seeing | 


~’ mode by which such controversy can be avoided, except | 


‘strict adherence to the settlement thereof effected by 
compromise acts passed last session of Congress, do 

Y declare their intention to maintain the same settle- 
Seat inviolate, and to resist all attempts to repeal or alter 
ws aforesaid, unless by the general consent of the 


| 
| 


| ell Cobb, and I rejoice that they did so. 
/and | say we, because | am a member of the 
|| Southerh Whig party, and as such interested in 
| this matter—have pledged ourselves to carry out 
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[ wil proceed. The coalition in Massa 1 friends of the measures, and to remedy sech evils, if any, 


us time and experience may develop; and for the purpese 
of making this resolutien eflective, they further declare unat 
they will net suppert for the office ef President, or of Vice 
President, or of Senator, or of Representatives in Cengress, 
or as member of a State Legislature, any man, of whatever 
party, who is not known to be oppesed to the disturbance 
of the setUement ateresaid, and te the renewal in any form 
of agitation upon the swbject ef slavery. 

Henry Clay, Howell Cobb, 

C. 8. Morehead, H.S. Foote, 

Robert L. Rose, William Duer, 

William C. Dawson, James Brooks, 

VRomas J. Rusk, Alex’r.H. Stephens, 

Jeremiah Clemens, R. Toombs, 

James Cooper, M. P. Gentry, 

Thomas G. Pratt, Henry W. Hilliard, 

William M. Gwin, Fr. E. McLean, 

Samuel 4. Eliot, A. G. Watkins, 

David Outlaw, H. A. Bullard, 

C. H. Williams, T. 8. Haymond, 

J. Phillips Phaniz, A. H. Sheppard, 

A. M. Schermerdorn, Daniel Breck, 

John R, Thurman, James L,. Johnson, 

D. A. Bokee, J. B. Thompson, 

George R. Andrews, J. M. Anderson, 

W. P. Mangum, Jotun B. Kerr, 

Jeremiah Morton, J. P. Caldweil, 

K. 1. Bowie, Edmund Deberry, 

E. C. Cabell, Humplirey Marshall, 

Alexander Evans, Alien F. Owen. 


‘This paper is, in substance, a pledge to stand 
b the principles laid down by the Constitutional 
Union party, and by the measures known as the 
Compromise measures. ‘The pledge was cireu- 
lated in the last session, and has appended to ix, | 
believe, the name of every Southern W hig in this 
House except the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr, Cuinemay,] and his colleague, [Mr. Sran- 
Ly.} But there was not a single Democratic mem- 
ber who was willing to put his name upon that 
paper, except the distinguished gentleman now 
Governor of Georgia, and late Speaker of this 
House; and in the Senate, but four gentlemen 
signed it. 

In this connection, let me say to my Union 


friends, how different has been the course of the 


Southern Whigs upon the subject heretofore, and 
how different is the course which they have laid 
out for themselves for the future. The Whigs of 
Georgia gave their cordial support to Hon. How- 


W e— 


the resolutions of your Union Convention. Yet 


| you will notact with us—you will not vote for a 


Whig though he should put himself upon the ree- 
cords as a Union man; but you wish to carry us 
along, Whig and Democrat, into a Democratic 


| convention—composed in part of those who have 


expressed their opinions upon this subject adverse 
to your own, and who are closely allied to those 
who have been making war upon our institations 


| at the South. 


Another reason why, it seemed to me, the 
Union party, if they expressed any preference, 
should not have expressed it so decidedly in favor 
of the Democratic party, is, that in the organiza- 
tion of this House at the commencement of the 
present session, the Whig party met in caucus 
and passed a resolution by which they pledged 
themselves to sustain the compromise measures of 


the last Congress, and by which they declared 


that‘those measures were the best which could 
have been adopted under the circumstances. That 
resolution is in these words: 

* Resolved, That we regard the series of acts known as 
the Adjustment measures as forming in their mutual de- 
pendence and connection a system of compromise the most 
conciliatory, and the best for the entire country that could 
be obtained from conflicting sectional interests and opin- 
ions; and that, therefore, they ought to be adhered to and 
carried into faithful execution, as a final settlement in prin- 
cipte and substance of the dangerous and exciting subjects 
which they embrace.’’—Resolution of Whig Congressional 
Caucus, December 1, 1851. 

This, sir, is the very prineiple on which the 
Union party was formed. The Democratic cau- 
cus refused to adopt any such resolution. Now, 
gentlemen of the Union party, in the name of 
common sense, and in the name of fairness and 
justice, why is it that you should attempt to con- 
nect yourselves with the Democratic party, which 
has refused to adopt your resolutions and sustain 
your principles, and refuse to unite with those 
who have adopted those resolutions, and who have 
pledged themselves to act with you? 

The present Whig President, (Mr. Firtmone,) 
in his message, has said: 

* The series of measures to which I have alluded are re- 


453 


garded by me as a settlement, in priaciple and substances 
a final settiement—of the dangerous 
which thev embraced.” 


And the Secretary of State, Mr. Webster, has 
also said, in his letter to the Union meeting in 
Westchester: 

"The Presideat’s message, at the opening of the 
session of Congress, expresses fyily 
and the 


and exciting su cts 


present 


nnd plainiy his oOWRE 
i 


BnALIMONS Opinien Of Ai these associated with 
him in the Execative administration of the Government, 
in regard to what are calicd the adjustment or compromise 
meastires of last session.’ 

Now, sir, why, under these circumstay , was 
# that the Union party determined to select the 
Democratic party w ith which to act, and to ask 
us Whigs to go along with them 

Sir, my @pinion is, that a *tchan new roing 


on in the public mind” at the North, among the 
Whig party, favorable to the South, and I have 
deeply regretted, as a Southern man, to 


disposition manifested by Southern Democrats 
sneer at every indication of retur 


tne 
to 
sound sent 


ment among the Whig men of the North. For 
my part, Sir, l rejoice, and l have ever rejoice ito 


see any man, Whig or Democrat, at the North, 
coming back te a sound, constitutional view of the 
rights of the South. 


| have expressed by appro 
bation at the views set forth in the last message 
of the present Democratic Governor of the Saute 
of Ohio, although they are entirely at variance 
with those he expressed before his election. 1 
expressed my eratification at the ele n ot the 
Democratic Governor of Pennsylvania, though ut 


is known that, as a member of the State Levis! 


ture of that State, he voted for the anti-jail law 
of Pennsylvania. He voted for that law depriv- 
ing the people of the South of the use of then Jeb ile 
for the purpose of confining their fugitive slaves 


r} Hy 
riV iim 


credit for it. I rejoice at his election, though David 
Wilmot was run on the ticket wit! 


gut he has changed his opinion, and I; 


i him and elected 
And why 


entlemen sneering andattributu 


a Judge by the Democratic party, 
it that we hear ¢ 
it to the most selfish and unkind motives, when a 
gentleman of the Whig party of the North shows 


a disposition to depart from that former unsound 
position ’ 

How often have we heard the most unkind a 
disparaging allusions made to the present px n 
of the Secretary of State and the Governor of New 


York, and of other Northern men who now act 
so much in opposition to 
tertained and cxpressed. 
After the gentleman from Ohio, | 
who I do not now see in his seat, had made 
patriotic speech which he did a few da 
this floor, I could not but be sur| 
ing of ecratification which seemed to ex fc 
in the faces of many Southern gentle 
his colleague [Mr. Oxtps] replied ina 
vective and sneering, because hi 


Opinions heretofore en- 


ness to vote for the fugitive slave bi 

Mr. MEADE. I openly expressed my xy 
cation at the stand taken by the remtleman from 
Ohio {Mr. Taytor] at the time; inal it oO ious 
that every Southern man must have 


leit g ihed 
by it. I should like the gentleman to pol ula 
Southern man who was not gratified w hat no 
sition. 
Mr.CABELL. The gentleman misunde 
me. { said I was surprised the gra a 


with which the remarks made by the gent 
from Ohio, [M.. Oxps,] in reply to the manly ! 
patriotic speech of his colleague, [Mr. Tayror, 
was received. But, inasmuch as that g 
not now in his seat, I shall forbear to make a 
further allusion to the subject. 

Mr. MEADE. That oC ntleman voted for the 
fugitive slave law. 

Mr. CABELL. That is quitea mistake. 
gentleman did not vote for the fugitive slave law. 
i have shown a sufficient reason why the Union 
party of the South should not ro into convention 
with the Democratic party. 

The paper from which I have read, and which 
recommends the sending of delegates to Baltimore 
gives the Most conclusive reason why this should 
not be done. I refer tothat part in which tlie cx 
lition between the Southern 
Abolitionists is afuded to. Now, my opinion is 
that the Union party has nothing todo with either 
of these conventions. I think they have no right 
to send delegates to one or the other. But I have 
shown a reason why, if they send delegates to 
either of them, there is certainly as much reason 


entieman 


Democrats and the 
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for sending them to the Whig as to the Democratic 
Convention. I have already expressed my surprise 
at theaction of the Union party in the State of Geor- 
gia; and I am still more surprised at theaction of 
certain gentlemen who were elected to this House 
upon the principle of an entire separation from 
both the great parties of thecountry. Whenthey 
arrive at the Congress of the United States we find 
some of these gentlemen going inte the Democratic 
caucus; affiliating with Disunionists of the South 
and Abolitionists of the North; and when that 
caucus rejected their compromise resolution, voting 
for its nominees. 

I am told by some of the gentlemen who occupy 
this position, that the Whig party, ufter passing 
these resolutions, nominated no candidates for the 
various offices of the House. But, sir, | would be 
glad to know how it is that gentlemen thus stand- 
ing and representing the Union party, could bring 
themselves to act with or on the Democratic Com- 
mittee of the great National Democratic party in 
the late meeting held by them in the city of Wash- 
ington, in connection with the gentlemen who 
composed that committee? Will it not sound 
strange to the Union party South to find the names 
of Mr. Thomas Bartlett, of Vermont, (Free-Soiler,) 
associated with that of Jos. W. Jackson, (South- 
ern Rights,) John G. Freeman, (Union,) and Rob- 
ert W. Johnson, of Arkansas, (Southern Rights?) 

Mr JACKSON (interrupting) was understood 
by the Reporter to say that he had been nominated 
by the regular State-Right Democratic party of his 
State, and not by the Union party. 

Mr. CABELL. As to the gentleman from 
Georgia, his position is not even doubtful. He 
is not one of those obscure individuals, whose 
position is not known to this House as well as to 
thecountry. My remarks were addressed to the 
Union men. I find members elected by the Union 
organization—— 

Mr. FREEMAN, (interrupting.) 
tleman has directed his remarks to the Union Dem- 
ocrats, I have to say to him, I was always a Union 
Democrat; was nominated by my district because 
I was a Union Democrat; and I came here to rep- 
resent that principle and no other, so far as that is 
concerned, 

Mr. CABELL. I understand the position of 
the gentleman. He was elected as a Union Demo- 
crat. 


As the gen- 
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[Mr. Meape,] or North Carolina, [Mr. Vewna- | 


BLE,] or any of those gentlemen who have been | 
ultra in what they deem a defence of Southern | 
rights. They have deceived no one. 

I havé thus hastily stated my views in regard 


|to what I believe to be an abandonment of the 


principle on which the Union party was formed. 
I trust that the course recommended by the Union 
men of the Legislature of Georgia will not be 
adopted by the Union party of that State. 

Mr. Chairman, I venture to predict, that when 
these Union men go to that Baltimore Convention, | 
they will find themselves in the position they were 
in the organization of this House. Those resolu- 
tions will be offered, and they will be voted down, 
and some man whose opinions are not clearly de- 
fined before the country will be nominated, and | 
they will acquiesce. ‘This is my opimion as to 
what will be the result of this whole thing. 

By going into this convention they violate the 
principles upon which they originally based their 
organization. ‘They will go further, and do what I 
have just now stated. j 
such man as William O. Butler, of Kentucky, a 
man whose opinions are not known, except that 


| he has happened to own some slaves, and who 


ogee occupied by my friend from Arkansas, | 


11S associate on this committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (interrupting,) 
made a remark inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. CABELL. Mr. Chairman, I will make 
no allusions to any individual again, [Laughter.] 
The position of the gentleman from Arkansas is 
that which is the position of the whole Democratic 
party. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I would not say a word here, 
were it nota fact, that | was nominated by a Dem- 
ocratic Convention, and asa Democratic candidate, 


with a full knowledge of all the positions I have | 


taken here. 

Mr. CABELL. We all know the position of 
the gentleman from Arkansas, and he will excuse 
me—— 

Mr. JOHNSON, (interrupting.) The gentleman 
from Florida 

Mr. CABELL. My remarks were not ad- 
dressed to your section of the Democratic party. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Youspokemy name. ~ 

Mr. CABELL. I retract the name. [Laugh- 
ter.] I have only to say, that if this is to be the 
end of this Union organization, then I, as one 
who, though elected as a Whig, have given all the 
aid I could to strengthen the organization and to 
induce the Whigs of my State to abandon their 
old party organization and unite themselves with 
this, which purported to be the party of the Con- 
stitution. But if a Democratic gentleman, elected 
by this Union organization, were to come to the 
Congress of the United States and act with the 
Democratic party in their primary meeting for 
calling their convention, and to go intasthat con- 
vention, we in Florida would be very apt to hand 
him over to the tender mercies of the “ fire- 
eaters.’’ I shall not pretend to say what their 
W hig associates in Georgia and Mississippi should 
do. I do not know what others may ie but 1 
say, as a member of that party, I would do more 
to defeat the election of men who occupy that po- 
sition than I would of the gentleman from Arkan- 





sas, {Mr. Jonnson,] or my friend from Virginia, | 


| for that, I will never do the like again. 


| clearly spread upon record. 
could be so unfortunate for the country as a recur- | 


He was elected in direct opposition to the || 


| of 1844 and 1848. 
| them. 


will be sustained by Van Buren & Co., as a South- 
ern man with Northern sentiments, and by the 
Southern Rights men as one of themselves. I[ 
will never give my support to a man whose posi- 
tion is not definitely and clearly known. 

A Voice. 

Mr. CABELL. Yes. But if I can be forgiven 
I beg my 
Union friends, and all Southern men, not to com- 


mit the same error the Whigs committed during 


the last presidential election. 

[ repeat, sir, and [ think this should be the po- 
sition of all men who love this Union, that before 
any man should be nominated for the Presidency, 
or sustained by the South, his opinions should be 
Nothing, I think, 


rence of the incidents of the last presidential 
election. 
On this point I believe the Southern Whig 


party is nearly undivided, and the whole country | 


should understand their position. The South 


should not, and will not, countenance any efiorts | 
of this sort to attempt to conciliate the Abolition- | 


ists of the North, by concealing the opinions of 
the candidate they are called upon to support. I 


wish that position clearly laid down by the mem- | 


bers of both parties. But I believe that a scheme 
is now on foot by the members of the different di- 
visions of the Democratic party, to nominate a 
man whose position is undefined, and who will 
enable the api to keep up the slavery agitation. 
1 wish to call the attention of the countfy to it, in 
order that the people themselves may speak upon 
this point. I find the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Ranrout,] who has recently addressed 
the House, and other gentlemen from the North, 
and gentlemen from the extreme South, express- 
ing their \letermination to stand by the platform 
That, they say, will satisfy 


| Free-Soilers-—are willing to stand upon that old 


| rotten platform of 1848, by which they will be en- || 


_ abled to nominate a man whose opinions have not 
| been expressed, and are not known. They will, at 
_the North, represent him as an Abolitionist and a 


| find these gentlemen now acting in concert with || 
| the Van Buren and the Benton class. 


| Free-Soiler, and coming down to the South, repre- 


Ve 


sent him as a true bona fide Southern man. 


Mr. Ben- 


| ton has recently published a letter in which he ex- 
| pressed the opinion that the Democratic party 
| should go into convention upon the resolutions of 
| 1848, and nothing more, as has been recommend- 
| ed by Southern as well as other Northern gen- 
| tlemen. 


Mr. Benton says, in defining **the Democratic |, 


ground in relation to slavery:’ 


** Adhesion to the Baltimore platform of 1848 is another | 


| pointon which I hold you to be right, and the Nullifiers 


wrong. That platform contains the Democratic ground in 
relation to slavery. The Nullifiers wish to ingraft upon it 


a new dogma, which was expressly, and almost unani- || 
mously, rejected by the convention which framed it, name- | 


ly, that Congress has no right to legislate upon slavery in 
the Territories. This dogma, like all the doctrines of the 
school to which it belongs, is of modern invention, and only 
invented for the purpose of multiplying chances to find pre- 


| texts to resist the laws of Congress, and for flying off into 





that new confederacy which is to consist wholly of slave 


They will nominate some | 


You supported such a man in 1848. | 


All these—Abolitionists, Disunionists, and | 
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States, and to be christened “ The United 
The Democracy take the Baltimore platform 88 it was ac 
to—not as it was not agreed to —still less as rejected 
above all as attempted to be interpolated by the . 
party which made the effort, and so miserab 
Baltimore.’’ 
Mr. Benton objects to any addition to that ») 
form of °48, which my Union friends are y; 
and anxious to adopt, for the reason, he says |, 
such additions tend to express the Opinion 7" 
Congress has no right to legislate upon the .,., 
ject of slavery in the Territories.” 
resolutions as they are, though they justify ; 
doctrine of the Wilmot proviso. Here I find m., 
extreme in their Southern opinions, willing io .. 
into that convention and adopt the resolutions » 
"48, and willing to stand by them. J ask how o., 
Southern Rights Union men act with such ay 9. 
sociation as this? And how can constitutions 
Union men join such an association ? - 
But we are told that we must nominate somo. 

body and vote for somebody. Well, sir, ». 
choice, as an individual member of this Ti, 
and as a citizen of the United States, is for :j¢ 
present President of the United States, | }a\, 
never hesitated to express my opinion, that | ay, 
in favor of the election of Millard Fillmore for jj. 
President of the United States. I think the coup. 
try is more indebted to him than to any other 
man living, for the peace and quiet weenjoy, And 
I believe there is a moral obligation resting ypop 
the South, especially Southern Whigs, and indeed 
onall compromise men, to stand by Mr. Fillmore fo, 
a reélection to the presidency. We all know the 
agency he had in quieting the slavery agitatioy, 
and we know, too, that without his aid, thos: 
measures would not have been passed. I can yp. 
| derstand how Southern- Rights men and Disunionists 
'ean vote against him. But it seems to me tho 
| men who desire the peace and quiet of the country, 
| 
| 


States >, th» 


i 
d 
dregs oj the 


ly failed MM it a 


He is for the 


and are in favor of the compromise measures, js 
a final settlement of the exciting topics embraced 
in them, are bound to rally around and suppor 
Mr. Fillmore, for no man has done so much to 
| preserve the peace and harmony of the country, 
|| and to preserve the union of these States. [In sus- 
taining him they sustain a great principle. 
Now, I understand that Mr. Fillmore is not to 
| be a candidate for the Presidency. I do not know 
how that is. I need not say that I shall deeply 
regret his withdrawal, and I am sure I speak the 
|| sentiments of nineteen twentieths of the Whigs of 
the Southern States when I say he, of all men, is 
the man they desire to see elected to the next Presi- 
‘| dency. If Mr. Fillmore is compelled to with- 
| draw because he cannot receive the votes of North- 
ern Whigs, I cannot but regard it as qn evidence 
that that portion of my party has resolved not to 
| respect the constitutional rights of my section of 
|the Union. In such a case [ shall feel myself al! 
| at sea; a regular outsider. 
| Ihave shown that, in the present position of 
| affairs, codperation with the Democratic party 's 
|| out of the question. The Union party has abav- 
|| doned the principles on which it was formed, and 
unless the Northern Whigs change the position 
they have hitherto occupied, I, as a Southern 
Whig, never can and never will act with them. 
It would be with great difficulty that I could ever 
bring myself to support a candidate for the Presi- 
| dency who is cordially supported by the distin- 
| guished Senator from ew York, (Mr. Sewan.| 
| I hear gentlemen say that the Whig party wl! 
probably do what 1 have said I would condema 
in the Democratic party, and that their convention 
will nominate a man occupying the position 
General Butler, and [ have been asked what would 
be my course in such a case? General Scott 0 
cupies just the relation to the Whig party the! 
Gontrel Butler does to the Democratic par'y. 


ad 
|| Would I support him? I answer unhesitating'y, 
|| Mo. I will not support him, but will do all inmy 
|| power to defeat the election of any man who, in 
|| such times as these, withholds his opinions fro" 
|| the public. 

Of this distinguished man I will say, that | e 
| gard him as the greatest captain of the age, 
‘that I believe no man has ever lived who bes 
‘achieved so much and been so little rewarded 0 
appreciated. My personal relations with himar 
such that, individually, his election would be mor 
acceptable to me than that of any other man 

this country; but, sir, in his present position, 
_ cannot and will not give him my vote for the Presi: 
speaking thus, [ think I expres 
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\. dency; and in 
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the sentument of the Southern Whig party. Un- 
; willdo what the country have a right to 
amand of him—spread his opinions upon the 
7 ak in characters so plain that he who runs 
may read—he cannot be supported by them. 
General Scott, individually, is entitled to the sup- 
cof all compromise men. I happen to know 
during the last Congress, the opinions he enter- 
ined on these questions. Whilst acting Secre- 
wey of War subsequent to the death of General 
Taylor, and previous to the formation of Mr. 
miimore’s Cabinet, he exerted his personal influ- 
"noe to the utmost to effect the passage of the com- 
omise Measures. , 

But 1, and Northern gentleman who know his 
opinions upon that subject, should know that the 
whole Whug party of the South willdemand some- 
‘hing more clear, determinate, We insist that our 
candidate shall express his opinions to the country, 
or that the nominating convention shall take the 
esponsibility of doing so. We do not want a 
oan to stand in the position that in the North the 
Abolitionists can say he occupies their ground, 
and in the South that he advocates the Southern 
principles. ; 

Mr. HIBBARD, {imterrupting.) One question 
as toa matter of fact. I understand the gentle- 
man to say that he is in favor of the reélection of | 
Mr. Fillmore for the Presidency. 

Mr. CABELL. I cannot yield to the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Only a word. 

Mr. CABELL. I cannot. My time is very 
short. Asto General Scott, notwithstanding my 
hich admiration of the man, notwithstanding the 
friendly relations existing between us, I will not 
do what [ believe the Democratic party will do— 
takea man without any exposition of his princi- 
ples. Here let me say, that itis almost, if not 
entirely, too late for this gallant soldier to do him- 
self justice, to extricate himself from the false po- 
sition into which the acts of designing men have 
inveigled him. The American people may say, as 
did the French to Louis Philippe, it is ‘too late.”’ 
He has put it off too long. He has allowed him- 
self to remain too long in a false position, and it 
may be now too late for him to remedy the error, 
and consequently the injury he has done himself. 
I think I can’ say with confidence, that he, as he 
now stands, cannot receive the support of a 
respectable portion of the Southern Whig party. 
In his present position, if nominated by the Whig 
party for the Presidency, I do not believe that in 
my State he would receive fifty votes; and I am 
quite sure that he would not get the electoral vote 
of one Southern State. I have been told by some 
gentleman, that, even in his present position, he 
would receive the vote of Kentucky if nominated, 
but I do not believe it. 1 appeal to the gentlemen 
from that State to bear me out in the declaration I 
now make, that no man will receive the Whig 
vole of that State who does not come out clearly, 
manfully, and decidedly, and put himself upon the 
record—who does not define his position in such 
a manner that there can be no mistaking it. 
What the Democrats will do I know not. They 
may go for Butler or some other mum candidate. 
I may make the same declaration of Tennessee. 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman need not be un- 


iess he 


por 


el 


pr 


tasy. General Scott never will receive the vote of 
that State. 
Mr. CABELL. I have no uneasiness. I ask 


gentlemen from Kentucky and Tennessee to correct 
the statement I have made here, if I am wrong. 

[ repeat, sir, the Southern W higs are determined, 
80 far as they are concerned, that no man shall be 
elected President of the United States whose opin- 
ion is capable of misrepresentation. If a man is 
it favor of the settlement of these questions, in the 
hame of common sense, why does he not come 
forward before the world, and put himself upon 
the record and say so?’ In that way all doubt 
would be aaa. We will hold him liable to 
the imputation of double-dealing, and of desiring 
‘to pander to the fanatical abolition sentiment of 
the North. Let Northern Whigs clearly under- 
stand this fact. I assure them there is no mistake 
about it. 

! regret thiat the time allotted to me will not per- 
mit me to say more on this point. But it is, per- 
haps, enough to have stated the proposition. I 
ave deemed it due to the people of this country, 
that the opinions of aspirants for the Presidency 
should be clearly understood. I have introduced 
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this discussion now, that gentlemen representing 
the various parties of the country, and the friends 
of the numerous aspirants to the Presidency here, 
may enlighten the people on questions of such 
general and vital interest. Let the people have 
hght, and they will see to it that none but a good 
man of some party shall be elected President. 
Should the politicians of neither party have the 
moral courage, and sensg of justice, and propriety 
to spurn from its bosom the Free-Soil faction, the 
people will take the matter into their own hands, 
and a third party, planting and maintaining itself 
on the Constitution, will be called to preside over 
the destinies of the Republic. My purpose is te 
elicit debate; and seeing other gentlemen anxious 
to address the committee, I yield the floor. 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Chairman, I did not ex- 


pect to enter into any pelitical discussion at this 


| time, nor shall I do so to any considerable extent; 


| member of the Democratic party. 


but I feel itto be due to myself and to the party 
to which I belong to make a few remarks in reply 
to the gentleman from Florida. I ditfer, | appre- 
hend, mm one respect from the gentleman from 


| Florida, [Mr. Capet,] and that difference is this: 


He has heretofore, as | understand, been a member 
of the Whig party, and I have heretofore been a 
I come here 
now a member of what is called the “Union 
Party,’’ and from th® gentleman I understand he 
comes here in the same character. He says that 
he, however, bas never understood until now that 
that party was formed with the purpose of carrying 


out the principles of the Democratic party. I, just 


| like the gentleman, have never understood that the 


party was formed for the particular purpose of 
carrying out Whig principles. ‘That party is com- 
posed of Whigs and Democrats. 

The gentleman asked why they are going to the 
Baltimore Convention? They are going there to 
see whether the Baltimore Convention will adopt 


| the principles for which they contend, and for 


| why select that convention? 
| in Georgia tells him. 


| we contend than the Whig. 


which | have always contended; and I have con- 
tended that the principles upon which the Union 
party of Georgia is formed are not repugnant to 
the principles of the Democratic party. Their 
determination to sustain and prevent interference 
with that institution so intimately connected with 
the South is nothing more nor less than the Dem- 


| ocratic party has always determined when they 


made it a part of their platform. Non-interven- 
tion upon the subject of slavery was the doctrine 
of the American people. When they say now 
that Congress has no power to legislate upon the 
subject of slavery, to inhibit it from the Territories 
belonging to the United States, that they have no 
power to abolish it where it is, nor carry it where 
it is not, they sustain the principles upon which 
the Union party of Georgia is formed, and upon 
which they now stand. I say, if the Baltimore 
Convention will do this, they will sustain the po- 
sition of the Union party of Georgia; and we are 
willing, so far as the indications go, to unite with 
that convention for the purpose of trying the ex- 
periment. Will the gentleman fal! out with us for 
endeavoring to do that which he wants to do him- 
self? What is the objection to going to Baltimore? 
If the principle can be carried out there, although 
not in the words of the Georgia platform—if they 


| recognize the principle, will we not have accom- 


plished the object for which we united, and will 
we not be consistent with the position we have 
heretofore occupied? But the gentleman says, 
Because the action 
They tell him there that 
they believe the Democratic party North will be 
more likely to recognize the principles for which 
If the gentleman is 
anxious these principles shall be sustained, why 
object to their going there to try the experiment? 
Why not as well go there as to the convention of 
the other party? I say I am willing to see the 
principles of the Georgia platform sustained, and 
have promised to stand by them no matter who 
| may adopt and carry them out. 


|. The gentleman and myself are at issue upon 


another point. He prefers the man for the Presi- 
dency above all others that I do not. That is 
another difference between the gentleman and my- 
self; and I tell him, if the Union party should 
think the Whig party would be more likely to 
| sustain and carry out the principles we consider 
| of impertance and vital to our very existence, I 
should not be the first man to rise and say, that | 
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the worst—to know that was not the proper place 
for carrying out our principles, I say it is right. 
lf we, by going there, can do so, I for one shall 
be proud that the party did go there, provided they 
iletermine to do so. 

Mr. CABELL, (interposing.) Will the gen- 
‘leman from Georgia allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? The gentleman from Cleorgia and myself 
ugree as to the object we have in view. I have 
expressed the opinion, that if the Democratic 
party nominate a man who will stand in the 
position | have occupied for the last twelve 
months, and the Whig party refuse to nominate 
such a man, | will give my support to the Demo- 
cratic candidate. Now, 1 ask the gentleman from 
Georgia, will he put himself upon that ground? 
Will he say, if the Democratic party meet in con- 
vention, and adopt those unmeaning resolutions— 
the double-faced resolutions of 1848, nothing more, 
and the resolutions of 1798, perhaps a little more 
definite, and refuse to take the position which the 
Union party of Georgia occupies, while the Whig 
party should adopt the Georgia platform, in sub- 
stance, will he vote for the Whig candidate, and 
against the Democratic candidate ? 

“Mr. POLK. They have other sins to answer 
for. 

Mr. MURPHY. I have just stated, and I re- 
peat it, that we organized upon the principle of 
the Union party of Georgia, and that that prinei- 
ple is proclaimed to the world. I say now, that I 
will vote for no man who ts opposed to it against 
a man who is in favor of it. 

Mr. CABELL. 
sSwer my question. 


isa Whig 


=? 


The gentleman does not an- 
Will he vote for a man if he 
who is with him, against a Democrat 
whois not with him? Will he vote for the Demo- 
crat or the Whig? Suppose the Whig Conven- 
tion should put itself upon the Georgia platform, 
as I suppose it will, and the Democratic Conver- 
tion should not, will you, as a Union man, vote 
for the Whig candidate and against the Demo- 
cratic candidate? 

Mr. MURPHY. I thought I had answered 
that question distinctly. He asks me now, if I 
understand him, if the Whig eandidate of the 
convention puts himself in substance upon the 
Georgia platform, and the Democratic candidate 
does not, whether | will vote for the Whig candi- 
date or not. Lam willing to be catechised upon 
all political subjects. 
ination for the seat which | have now the honor 
to hold, I proclaimed everywhere in the canvass 
that I was a Democrat; but it was unnecessary 
to tell them that; everybody knew it. | said then 
that I acted with the Whigs because I agreed with 
them upon the issue which was then before the 
country; and I looked upon it as paramount to all 
others which had divided us before. I took par- 
ticular care to say upon all oceasions that those 
who had charged me with turning Whig had mis- 
understood me; that my political opmions upon 
all former issues had undergone no change. 

Now, I say to the gentleman, if the old Whig 
doctrines were up, and the Democracy in opposi- 
sition to them, his candidate was a Whig, and in 
favor of a United States Bank, of a protective 
tariff, of a distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands, and against the Sub-Treasury; in short, 
if he was in favor of all the doctrines I had op- 
posed and believed to be wrong, he would have to 
be more than in substance on the platform before 
{ could vote for him. 

Mr. GORMAN. That will answer very well. 

Mr. MURPHY. While this question is up, I 
desire to ask the gentleman a question; and I want 
an answer. Why does he object to make the ex- 
periment at the Baltimore Convention, before he 
knows whether they will succeed there or not? 
What is his objection? I ask. 

Mr. CABELL. I thought I had answered that 
question. I understood that the Union party of 
Georgia was separating itself from all parties; and 
it was assumed there, that neither of the old par- 
ties occupied a position with which the Union 
party tould agree, otherwise there was no neces- 
sity for forming this Union party. That was the 
reason which induced Whigs to go into this new 
organization, and similar reasons influenced the 
Democrats who joined it. 

There are Whigs in Georgia who occupied the 
same position that the gentleman does to his party. 
It would be just as reasonable for these Whigs to 


When | was put In nom- 


| object to going there, when I had not time to see || ask their Democratic associates to go with them 
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into a Whie Convention and vote for their candi- 
date because of their party affiliations, as for Union 
Democrats to ask the Whigs to go into the Balti- 
more Convention. Therefore 1 say, that you 
should send delegates to neither convention. I 
assume it to be the duty of the Union party to 
have no connection with either of these parties, | 
until they have acted. When they have acted, 
then you can take a position. Your party was 
formed upon the principle that you were to sepa- 
rate from both of these parties. The gentleman 
will bear me out in this: that the object of the 
Union party was to separate from both of the old 
parues—form a party upon the principle of this 
great Union question—the compromise question; 
and therefore there was an impropriety in asking 
Whigs who had shown a willingness to separate 
themselves from their party, to go into a Demo- 
cratic Convention, because they had concluded 
both parties were wrong. ‘Thatis the reason you 
should not ask Whig men who are as good Union 
men as Democrats, and Democrats as good Union 
men, as Whigs to go into convention at Baltimore 
or Philadelphia. 

Mr. MURPHY. I will not detain the House 
long, but I desire in a few words to give the gen- 
tleman the reasons why I am willing to go to the 
Baltimore Convention, for I confess lam willing 
to go thére, and I am only willing to go there 
with the party with whom | nowact. I believe it 
is their duty to go there, and I am glad to see they 
think so, from present indications, I propose now 
to give the gentleman the reasons why I make this 
declaration. Lam not going into a discussion upon 
this subject with the Abolitionists at this time. 
We know there are a great many Abolitionists in 
both parties, and we know that they contend 
against the principles upon which we have organ- 
ized. We know there are others opposed to de- 
bating the principles elsewhere. Here | would re- 
mark, for fear | may forget it, that I have never 
said | would not go with either of the old parties. 
My position during the canvass was, that | would 
go with the party that would carry out the prin- 
ciples upon which we were organized, and for 
which I was then contending. Now the reason I 
am willing to go to Baltimore is this: We know 
there is an opposition to us there, and we know, 
too, that we have friends there. We know there 
are men there who willbe with us; and I say if by 
going there and acting with them, we can coun- 
teract the influence of those who are opposed to 
us, and put the party upon principles that are right 
and correct, we shall have achieved that which 
determined the principles of the Union party in 
Georgia. Is there any objection to taking that 
course and making that experiment? I hear gen- 
tlemen say here, almost all of them, that the com- 
promise is looked upon as a final setdlement. They 
are willing to say it everywhere, except in conven- 
uion,and ft cannot for my life see why any man, who 
1s willing to say it here, should not be willing to 
say it there, If it is a settlement, why not say so, 
and act upon itas a settlement, and not keep up 
the agitation amongst the people upon the subject ? 
I aim not saying that | am wedded to the Demo- 
cratic party. Tsay this: I say lam wedded to all the 
principles heretofore contended for by that party. 
| have acted upon them, and I have said I believed 
they were right. I did not say it because | was 
a partisan, { 


[ said it because I believed it, and I 
never expect to place myself im a position where 
1 simll be compelled to condemn that position. 1 
suppose my friend is in the same condition. If I 
can remain in the Democratic party without a 
sacrifice of the principles of the Union party, I am 
wuling and anxious to do it without any conceal- 
iment. Iam not willing to go with that party, or 
any other party, as the gentleman seems to inti- 
mate, at the sacrifice of any feelings and principles 
of the Whig members of the Union party who 
are now connected with me. But in the Georgia 
movement, of which the gentleman complains, 
there were Whigs and Democrats—men upon 
whose opinions I could rely, and their opinion 
was, as expressed in the resolution, that our prin- 
ciples will be more likely to be carried owt there 
than they would be with the Whig party. Hence 
it is that they have determined to make the ex- 
periment. If the party take any other course—if 
1 can agree with it when it lays down its position, 
and | presume [ shall, I shall be found sustaining 
the principles of the party with which I now act.” 


1 would not be willing to vote for the great Cap- || 


j 
} 


| ence for no particular man. 


| is past. 


| and I| ask, if it be so, whether the Union oom 


tain. I differ with the gentleman in that respect. It Hy 


may be that he has entertained principles different 
from what I understand he now does upon the 
subject of slavery, and I therefore make no decla- 
ration as to what I may hereafter do. 
tend to say, his great captain would not be my 
particular chotce. I intend to lay down a prefer- 
I am willing to vote 
for the man who places himself upon correct prin- 
ciples, and pledges himself to carry them out. Let 
that man be whom he May, to that I hold. I 


I only in- | 


could not say that I would vote for this man, be- | 


cause he was called a Democrat, or that man, 
because he was called a Whig; and my opinion is, 
that the time for forming a National Union party 
The indications are now all against it, 
of 
Georgia are to stand still in a position where they 
can do nothing, rather than act with those with 
whom they can agree,and where they can do much? 
I have made these remarks hastily, not intending 
to say anything upon the subject; but feeling my- 
self called upon, by the remarks made against the 
action of the State which | have the honor in part 
to represent,and by way of explaining the action of 


the party who have sent me here, | have submitted | 


these remarks, and will now conclude, thanking 
the committee for their indulgence. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Ido not rise for the pur- 


| pose of making a political speech, as has been 


| warrant. 


done by the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. CaBe.t,] 
upon a bill which has for its object the granting of 
mere authority to the soldier to transfer his land 
I think, with due deference to the gen- 


| tleman from Florida, [Mr. Canexu,] after all the 


long speeches I have heard delivered in the House 
of Representatives, and elsewhere, that this is the 


| most unpropitious bill upon which to make a po- 
| litical speech. 


| consideration. 


I have not risen for the purpose of replying to 
the gentleman from Florida, or of making a po- 
litical speech; but I desire to call the attention of 
the committee to the subject-matter now under 
What is it? Why, it is a bill 
which has for its object to permit the soldiers who 


| received bounty land warrants, under the act of 


| more interest than he does in this little bill. 


the last Congress, to transfer those warrants. I 
take occasion to say, that there is no subject 
which has been before this Congress, or which 
will come before it, in which the poor soldier feels 


And 


| yet the gentleman from Florida gravely gets up 
here, and upon this bill, of all others, predicates a | 
political speech, and attempts to read political lec- | 
tures to the two great political parties of the coun- | 


try, and also, at the same time, alludes to this 


| lateily-formed, new-fangled, piebald, third party, 


composed of factions of all parties, and misnamed 
** the Union Party.” 

Mr. DISNEY. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Virginia, I desire to say a word 


or two of explanation purely of a personal charac- | 


ter, which [ should have said when the gentleman 
from Florida [Mr. Cape] was up had it not been 


| for his obvious impatience to proceed with his re- 


| law of the last Congress. 


marks. That gentleman took occasion to allude to 
the fact that I did not vote for the fugitive slave 
I told the gentleman at 
the time, and I repeat it now, that the reason why 
1 did not vote for that law, was because it was, in 
my judgment, defective, and would not accomplish 
the objects for which it was designed, but would 
be a weapon iit the hands of the Free-Soilers. The 
chairman of the committee who had that bill in 


| charge, called for the previous question upon it. | 
| I urged him to withdraw the call, to enable me to | 


| of the Free-Soilers of the North. 





offer amendments that would put the bill in a 


| shape that would accomplish, as I thought, the 
He refused to do it, and as I did | 


desired object. 
not choose to have the bill crammed down my 


throat in that defective form, I determined to vote 


against it, for I apprehended then, what has since 
proved to be true, that the bill, in its present shape, 
would be an instrument of agitation in-the hands 
I make these 
remarks to set myself right before the country, and 
right before the members of. this House, and the 
record will bear me out in what I have said. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 1 desiré to ask 
my colleague a question. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Really, I am so good-na- 
tured that all my time will be consumed. [Laugh- 
ter.] 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


| slavery. So far as I am concerned 
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| is attended with no practical good. 


| the law are unjust and oppressive. 
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speech. I merely wish to inquire of my « 
league, whet her he is opposed to any modifie, om 
of the fugitive slave law ? auee 

Mr. DISNEY. I will answer that question ¢ 
egorically. Tam. Anbdwhy? Because in 
ple of the country generally having agreed «/,,” 
settlement of this matter, though I believed it ' ; 
defective, | am willing to submit to it. 7 
colleague answered ? 

Mr. POLK. How are 
BELL? [Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 will vote to mo 
repeal the law. Are you answered ? 

Mr. POLK. Will the gentleman from 9); 
[Mr. Campsett] allow me to put an interrogs,,,. 
to him? rt 

Mr. CABELL. The gentleman from ‘(};, 
(Mr. Disnev} addressed himself to me, and thers. 
fore | ask permission to saya word oriwo, _ 

Mr. POLK. Will the gentleman from Vireiy;, 
[Mr. MeMutury] allow me to propound ay ip. 
quiry to the gentleman from Ohio? [Mr. Cay. 
BELL. } 

[Loud cries of ‘* Order!” and great confusion jy 
the Hall.] : 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 cannot yield the floor ,, 
so many gentlemen, but I give way to the cenilc. 
man from ‘Tennessee to ask his question. | 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman from Ohio [y, 
CampsBELt] has asked his colleague, the Represent. 
ative of the Cincinnati district, [Mr. Disney.) 
he is opposed to any alteration or modification of 
the compromise acts of 1850; and that gentleman 
replies that he will oppose any such modification, 
I now propound to the gentleman furthest from 
me [Mr. Campsett] this question: Will you, sir, 
vote to open up the discussion of the agitatins 
question of slavery? Will you vote to amend, 
modify, or change any part of the compromise 
measures: 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I take great pleasure in 
answering the question which has been propound- 
ed tome. I think I can say with safety that! 
have taken no steps since the organization of this 
Congress to agitate again the question of slavery, 


but 


e 
Is hy 


you now, Mr. Cayp. 
lify, or 


) 


atory 





I demand a categorical answer to 


Mr. POLK. 
my question. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I shall not yield anything 
to a demand of that sort. I have not said that! 
am in favor of an agitation of that question here 
at this particular time. 1 have not said that | am 
in favor of agitating it here, because | know 
enough of this House, from the experience of the 
last Congress, to be aware of the fact that agita- 
tion upon that subject in this House, in these days, 
Now, as to 
the other question, the gentleman desires to know 
whether, if a vote of this House should be taken 
upon a proposition to modify the fugitive slave 
law, I would vote to modify it? I answer him, 
without any equivocation or circumlocution, that 
I would so vote, because, whilst I admit the full 
force of the constitutional obligation in relation to 
fugitives from labor, I believe that the details of 
I believe that 
the day will come, and that, too, before long, when 


the public mind will require a change—when 


Southern statesmen, whose minds are not so blin¢- 
ed by prejudice as to prevent their distinguishing 


right from wrong, will themselves rise up here 
1} 


and propose amodification of that law. ; 

Mr. POLK. Now, will the gentleman from 
Ohio permit me to ask him another question? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. As many as you please, 
sir, if it takes up the whole day, provided the 
gentleman from Virginia will allow me time enough 
to answer them. 

Mr. POLK. I have not the pleasure of sufi 
cient acquaintance with the gentlemar to know, 
and therefore J desire to ask him whether he is @ 
Whig or a Democrat? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I believe there is a difference 
between Southern Whigs and Northern Whigs, 
as there certainly is between Southern Democrats 
and Northern Democrats upon the question 0! 

id think my 
political opinions have always been perfectly u- 
derstood in my own State; and I should be better 
understood were | to inform the gentleman what 
principles and measures I advocate, but this 1s 10 


time for that. I have always been regarded there 


I do not wish to make a || 


asa Whig. I have always been nominated ber 
a candidate as a Whig. Ihave always advocat 
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vsidential election of 1848, when, for the first and, 

s } we ti ; 

roatall. But, Mr. Chairman, | rose a while 

; to propound an interrogatory to the gentleman 
aon tO } ) u 


vm Florida. ; 
Stop, I have not done with you 


Mr. POLK. 
Y Mr. CAMPBELL. Nor have I done with you, 
~ | desired, as the gentleman from Florida 
Mr. Capett] (who is now so strenuously in 
5 noe of committals and platforms) will well re- 
member, in the National Convention at Philadel- 
., to have the opinions of the candidates spread 
yyon the record. Phat gentleman will also re- 
nember that, notwithstanding almost the entire 
aortion of that Convention from the North desired 
he was one of the chief actors in yelling down 
‘hoge who advocated an unequivocal expression, 
\4. [may say, to some extent in stifling an ex- 
oeion of the true sentiments of that body. I 
ink, therefore, that it comes with a very bad 
aati from him now to say that he requires the 
nlatform to be distinctly laid down. 

Mr. CABELL. I have but a single word to 
sy, and that is, that | was not a member of the 
Philadelphia Convention. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If you were not a regular 

cate there you were brought in as an outsider, 

i | know used all your influence to prevent the 

sage of any resolutions. 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman from Ohio has 
answered my questions, if | understand him cor- 
rectly, first, that he would vote to repeal or modify 
the fugitive slave law. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Understand me, that I ad- 

tthe full foree of the constitutional provision, 
»d would vote for a law on the subject of fugi- 
‘ives from labor; but I am against the unjust de- 
ails of the present law, and when the time comes 
for voting L will so record my name. 

Mr. POLK. I wish you to be distinet, if you 

ease. I do not wish to misapprehend you, and 
therefore 1 ask the question again, provided you 
will not make a long speech in reply. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman intends 
to dictate to me the terms or the manner in which 
| shall answer his question, I will not answer it at 
all. LI understand as well as he does what is due 
in courtesy from one member to another, and I 
shall endeavor to maintain my dignity as well as 
my rights. 

Mr. POLK. Unless I have misapprehended 
he gentleman, he says that he belongs to the 
Whig party; that he has always been nominated 
by and voted with the Whig party, and that he 
stands in his own district in high estimation as a 
Whig. I now ask him, is it an element in the 
creed of Whiggery that that fugitive slave law 
shall be repealed, modified, or amended ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have not said whether I 
stood high or not in my own district. That is for 
thers to speak of, not for me. Ido not come 
here for the purpose of answering for all the 
Whigs in my State, nor will 1 answer for all the 
Whigs in my district, nor for all the Democrats of 
my district, for.1 will freely admit there is a di- 
versity of opinion among them. A very few are 
for the law as it is; but most of them, of both 
parties, are for a modification or a repeal. 
swer now for myself, and myself alone. My 


opinions, however, are well known and under- | 


stood in my district and State. The gentleman 


from Tennessee, [Mr. Poxk,] if L understood him, | 


desired that I should not make a long speech. I 
dq not intend to make one; but I wish it to be 
distinctly understood, that in no instance, since 
the opening of this Congress, have I proposed to 
renew the slavery agitation here, or to reopen the 
“bleeding wounds.”’ And let it be remembered, 
iat no Northern man has yet introduced the 
vexed question into our debates. All this agita- 
ton comes from the South. 

| have only risen for the purpose of answering, 
as [ think Cian answered, very directly, the 
{uestions propounded by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Porx.] Whilst I acknowledge 
‘he full foree of our constitutional duty in regard 
0 fugitives from labor, still I believe the details of 
that law are iniquitous, oppressive, and unjust. 

at is my opinion; and whenever I am called on 
‘0 give my vote, I shall vote in accordance with 


, | havealways voted the W hig ticket through- H 
_ my whole life, without a scratch, except in the 
wee || which is wrong. 
ist, theflast time, I ** dodged,”’ and did not | 
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res which are called Whig measures in || that opinion: for I know of no principle of moral 


philosophy by which I could justify myself in 
voting against a law which is right, or for a law 
And I believe that a majority of 


| the people of Ohio, of ali parties, take a similar 
| position. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


[ have no doubt, that if I 


| have done nothing else, 1 am entitled to the grate- 


ful acknowledgments of the gentlemen who have 
availed themselves of my courtesy to make gen- 


eral speeches out of my time. 


Now, I must be permitted to express my sur- 
prise, as [ also do my regret at the course of re- 


| marks submitted by the gentleman from Florida, 


| (Mr. Caper.) 


That gentleman informed this 
House, that he had taken an oath of allegiance by 
subscribing his name to that memorable pledge 
gotten up by the members of the Thirty-first Con- 
gress. My friend on my right says a second 
declaration of independence. ‘The gentleman from 
Florida seems to pride himself upon the fact, that 


| he was one of the signers of the second declaration 


of independence. But that genldeman went fur- 
ther. He said that there was not a single South- 
ern Democratic member of the House, who signed 
that paper, except the gentleman from Georgia, 


| Mr. Cobb, now the Chief Executive of that State. 


| And why? 


I ask the gentleman from Florida, 


| emphatically, why the Southern Democrats did 


| will answer for 
I will answer for my- 


thus refuse to take the pledge? 
these Southern Democrats. 


| selfyas an humble member of the Democratic party. 


I desired no additional testimony to go to the peo- 
ple whom I had the honor to represent, either of 


| my attachment to the Union or the Democratic 


| party. 


The gentleman from Florida, though a 


| son of Virginia, yet | fear, like some other sons of 


| Virginia who have emigrated from her shores, has 


degenerated from the spirit of a true Virginian. 
I tell you, gentlemen, those associated with me 
upon this floor as Virginia Democrats, do not need 
the testimony of such pledges to our constituents, 


| in order to assure them of our fidelity to the Union 


I an- | 


oO 


| 


and the Constitution. 

Mr. CABELL. The gentleman from Virginia 
says that he and his associates from Virginia are too 
well known to need any pledge or any declaration 
of sentiment upon this subject. Now, it happens 
that in the last Congress the delegation from Vir- 
ginia was nearly equally divided upon all these ques- 
tions upon which this pledge was made. I most 
respectfully ask that gentleman what is the true 
Virginia doctrine? for I find one portion of that 
delegation advocating one side of these questions 
and the other portion advocating another. I ask 
that gentleman, what is the true Virginia doctrine? 

Mr. McMULLIN. I willanswer witha great 
deal of pleasure, and I thanksthe gentleman for the 
interrogatory. The true Virginia doctrine is a 
strict construction of the Constitution of the coun- 
try. [Laughter and applause.] I hope my friend 
from Florida will make such a declaration and 
stick to it. If he will, 1 will be with him. He 
says that upon the subject of the compromise the 
Virginia delegation were divided; and so they 
were: but they were not divided upon the great 
cardinal doctrines. If they were divided, how did 
that delegation act? They acted like statesmen 
and like men. They acted like friends of their 
country. And how was that? Why, we did not 
choose to make war on each other. But we acted 
upon the principle which [ would recommend to 
the favorable notice of the party to which the gen- 
tleman from Florida belongs, as well as to some 
gentlemen who bear the cognomen of Democrats. 
It is a*principle imbodied in the poetical adage of 
Dr. Franklin: 


“< If we to the follies of our friends are blind, 
Our friends will ever treat us kind; 
But if we their follies expose, 
Our friends will then become our foes.’’ 


I tell the gentleman from Florida that Virginia 
politicians have as their polar star a strict adher- 
ence to the Constitution of our country ; and I 
tell that gentleman further, that the old Demo- 
cratic party proper—the real Jeffersonian, Jack- 
sonian Hunker Democratic party—have been, as 
they now are, the real Union party of the country 
—the real friends of the Union. And because 
we have differences among ourselves; because 
some of my honorable colleagues and myself dif- 
fer in reference to these compromise measures, is 
that any good substantial reason why we should 
come over and vote with the party to which the 
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gzentleman from Florida belongs? Mr. Chairman, 
{ address myself to a body composed of men— 
men of sense—men of discriminating minds; 
and I beg to call their attention for a moment 
to this inquiry: Of whom is the Whig par- 
ty composed? Who are its members? Go back 
to 1840, and what were its principles then? Lask 
the gentleman from Florida to tell us what were 
the principles of the Whig party then? Why, 
they were ** Tip and Ty, log cabins, coon skins, 
cider barrels,’ and all that sort of flummery. 
{(Laughter.] Sir, it was a disgrace. Aye, sir, it 
was a reflection upon the character of the Amer- 
ican people! Where was the gentleman from 
Florida in the campaign of 1844? 

Mr. CABELL. I was too young then to take 
partin it. : 

Mr. McMULLIN. My friend was a young 
man, but | suspect he knew how to sing 
those songs. 


some ot 
I knew him well when a boy, and 
he was from one of the first families of Virginia. 
[Great laughter.] He left his native State, a very 
promising young gentleman, but I dare say when 
he arrived in Florida he felt too young to enter 
actively into that campaign. But I dare say he 
learned some of those songs out of that memorahle 
**valler kiver’’ book. [Laughter.] I desire that 
the gentleman from Florida shall inform his con- 
stituents—for if I understood him his speech was 
not made for the purpose of enlightening the House 

of Representatives upon the bill now under con- 
sideration, but for Buncombe—for his especial con- 
stituents—what were the principles of the Whig 
party mn 1844? If I had the time and disposition 
to call the attention of the House and the country 
to the principles of that party, | think I could 
show that their principles had become obsolete. 
gut L come back to the question to which I desire 
to call the attention of the Houseand thecountry, 
viz: the diviston in the Virginia delegation. How, 
[ ask, would my friend from the Norfolk district, 
{Mr. Muutson,} or my friend from the Lynchburg 
district, [Mr. Bocock,] or any of my colleagues 
who differed with me upon these compromise 
measures, look, if they were to take counsel from 
the sage statesman from Florida, and vote with 

the Whig party for President >—for the kind of play 
now seems to be that of making Presidents instead 
of attending to the ordinary legislation of the coun 

try. I ask the rentleman from Florida, how he 
could expect either of my colleagues to vote with 
him and the Whig party—a party with which they 

have no sort of identity, or union of feeling, or 
interest whatever? They do not agree upon any 

one political question. But if my colleagues differ 
with the Whig party upon every one of the items 
composing their political creed, can they be ex 

pected to abandon the Democratic party, orto aban- 
don the nominee of the Democratic party, because, 
forsooth they happened to differ from their Demo- 
cratic brethren upon a party question? Now, I 
ask gentlemen of this House, as intelligent and 
discriminating men, whether the gentleman from 
Florida or the Whig party have the right to ex- 
pect that the Democratic party, whether Union 
Democrats, or, as gentlemen sometimes cal! them, 
the fire-eating Democrats, can codperate with the 
W hig party, with whom they differ from A to Z? 
No, sir. 

But the gentleman from Florida was pleased to 
say some other singular things. He charged, on 
rather attempted to make the impression upon the 
country, that the Democratic party, in the organ- 
ization of the present Congress, had admitted into 
their legislative caneus the Free-Soil Democrats. 
Ah! I wonder if there were no Free-Soil Aboli- 
tion Whigs in the Whig caucus? Why does not 
the gentleman tell his dearly-beloved constituents 
how many there were in his caucus? It will not 
do to tell tales out of school, and the gentleman is 
too well taught in his political school to tell tales. 

Mr. CABELL. I thought this matter was 
gone over fully the first day of the session. The 
proceedings of that caucus were published, and 
are well known to the Whigs of the country. I 
say now to the gentleman from Virginia, as I said 
then, and as was said by others, that there are 
Free-Soilers who have acted with the Whig party, 
and there are Free-Soilers who have acted with 
the Democratic party. It was announced to the 
House then, and I say now, that Free-Soilers 
were in our caucus; but when they found that the 
Whig caucus were about to do what the Demo- 
cratic caucus had failed to do, they left us, and 
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refused to have any further affiliation with the 
Whig party. They retired from the caucus, and 
the resolutions were passed, These resolutions 
were introduced by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Haven,]| and were adopted by a large 
majority of the Whigs—the Northern Whigs 
elected to this House, and all the Southern Whigs 
which were there, voted for them as a matter of 
course. 

Mr. MceMULLIN. The gentleman from Flor- 
ida [Mr. Capeux] tells the House that the Aboli- 
tionists withdrew from the cauens. If they with- 
drew, how many were left in the caucus? There 
was not a baker’s dozen. But the gentleman 
from Florida has very adroitly, but, [ think, not 
liberally, attempted to make the impression upon 
his constituents—for which purpose his speech 
was made—that the Whig party is not identified 
with the Abolition party. 1 ask the gentleman if 
he has forgotten i. various votes and declara- 
tions and answers made by Mr. Fillmore, the 
now President of the United States, upon this 
slavery question? Has he forgotten the votes of 
Mr. Fillmore by which he recognizes the Aboli- 
tion doctrines to the fullest extent? And has he 
forgotten that the great Daniel Webster—I sup- 
pose he is a Whig—said upon the Wilmot provi- 
so, that it was his original thunder? Has not 
Mr. Webster so declared? And yet, in the face 
of this declaration, the gentleman from Florida 
{Mr. Caper] gets up and attempts to make this 
House and the country believe that the Demo- 
cratic party are all real Abolitionists. I have so 
much respect for the gentleman from Florida, and 
for his integrity and high talents, that I regret that 
he has come down and acted the part of a common 
court-yard politician. (Laughter.] I regret, Mr. 
Chairman, that it has been the policy of the Whig 
party to attempt to gull and bamboozle and mis- 
lead the people in reference to this cry of *¢ Union !”’ 
«* Union !”’ and to make them believe they are the 
only Union party. It is a slander upon the dead 
and the living. The Democratic party have ever 
been regarded, since the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment, as the true Union party. I could go 
back and call your attention, if I had time, to 
facts which would bear me out in the declaration. 

Sut it is unfortunate that, instead of the ordinary 
legislation of thecountry—and many of the citizens 
of our country are suffering, greatly suffering, for 
the want of legislation—that everything is made to 
bend to President making. The gentleman from 
F lorida—whether the leader of his party or not— 
has led off to-day, and I could have advised him 
to have saved his thunder for a more proper occa- 
sion, and to have waited until the resumption of 
the consideration of the President’s message, when 
it would be a fit occasion for all gentlemen who 
have been nursing their wrath to pour it out upon 
the heads of their political adversaries. That 
would be a more suitable occasion for sucha pur- 
pose than tRis, when the poor soldiers, many of 
whom are suffering for the want of the passage of 
this bill, and to which I beg leave to call the at- 
tention of the committee for a few moments. 

I have received letter upon letter from my con- 
stituents appealing to me to get the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Senate to pass this bill, if it 
is possible. Sir, that meritorious class of your 
citizens consider that they have been greatly ag- 
grieved and injured by the invidious distinction 





drawn between the soldiers of the Mexican war 


and the soldiers of the preceding wars. It was an 
invidious distinction; and at this period of the ses- 
sion we ought to have taken up this bill and passed 
it; and if explanations were to enable us to pass 
it, those gentlemen who have made themselves fa- 
miliar with the subject would have explained it— 
instead of taking the extraordinary course which 
has been pursued. Let me ask the gentleman 
from Florida a question. Suppose—and I presume 
there are members upon this floor as anxious to 
lease their constituents as the gentleman from 
‘lorida—suppose the two hundred and thirty- 
three members of this House should imagine they 
must get up and make a political speech upon this 
little bill for the benefit of the poor soldier, what 
would become of it? You would not have time to 
pass the appropriation bill or the civil and diplo- 
matic bill. And I hope—while Ido not mean to 
set myself up asa sort of general lecturer, but the 
gentleman from Florida being somewhat peculiar, 
having hailed originally from Virginia, | thought 
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with him—that this very modest lecture which I 
have taken the liberty of reading to the gentleman 
from Florida may be regarded by others. 

Mr, CABELL. I have merely to say I feel 
very much indebted to the gentleman for the lec- 
| ture, coming from so reverend a source; and lam 
one of those who have been so long acquainted 
with the gentleman from Virginiag who has re- 
minded the House that he was an acquaintance of 
mine when he was a member of the Virginia Le- 
gislature, and when I was quite a small boy, in the 
city of Richmond. I am an admirer of his, and 
have observed his course, and I have observed that 
scarcely a day passes that he does not undertake 
to enlighten this House upon some subject; and 


the members of the House will bear me out in say- | 


ing there is hardly a day passes in which the hon- 
orable gentleman does not speak either for Bun- 
combe, or Little Tennessee, or for the House and 
the country. But I think it is but once before, 
since the House met, that I have occupied two 
minutes of their time. I have now availed myself 
of this occasion, because I thought it was neces- 
sary that I should place myself right before my 
constituents in regard to important political move- 
ments—I say, I have just now availed myself of 
this occasion for that purpose, and for ghe first 
| time followed the example of the very venerable 
Representative from the State of Virginia; and I 


ask the gentleman to do me the justice to say that | 


I have not departed from his advice except upon 
this one occasion. 

And I will further state, that I anv as anxiousas 
he or any man can be, for the passage of this bill; 


and I have heretofore refrained from addressing | 
the House, with a view of enabling them to expe- | 


dite action upon it; but being aware that there 

were several gentlemen around me who were desir- 

ous of making political speeches, in no manner 

relating to the question before the House, I 

availed myself of the privilege usually allowed. 

Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman from Virginia 
| (Mr. MceMuttry] allow me to make a motion? 

Mr. McMULLIN. I cannot yield for such a 
purpose. 

Mr. COBB. I want to profit by your admoni- 
tion. I suggest that a motion be made that the 
committee rise, with a view to adopt a resolution 
to close debate, at some time, say to-morrow at 
two o’clock. 

[Cries of **No!” “No!” “No! ”} 

Mr. COBB. And then you will get the floor 
and finish your speech. If we do not do so, we 

| shall never get through with the discussion. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
| from Alabama, that it is my desire to have the 
vote taken upon the, bill as soon as possible. I 
hope the gentleman from Florida [Mr. Casey] 
will pardon me for saying that | have no doubt of 
the sincerity of all he has said, and I thank him 
for having told the House and the country, that I 
have attempted, almost every day, to enlighten the 
House and the country. But that question I will 
not debate, but refer to the records of the House. 
If the gentleman from Florida will give some little 
evidence of repentance for his political sins, and 
also by coming over upon the Domennsia side of 
the House, 1 would say, Go forward, brother; give 
in your adhesion to the Democratic faith; sin no 
more, and we will take you under our charge. 

Mr. BISSELL. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have not yet yielded the 
floor. 

Mr. BISSELL. The gentleman has so many 
endings, that I hope he will excuse me for not 
knowing when he has ended. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McMULLIN. Certainly, certainly. 

I desire that this bill shall pass, and that speed- 
| ily. The interest of a large proportion of my con- 
| stituents is suffering for the want of its passage. 
I know the fact that there have been great sacri- 
fices made for the want of the passage of a law 
like this. Persons have attempted to violate the 
late law, or disregard it, by making sale of land 
warrants and depending upon the veracity of those 
who sold them not to interfere with the contract. 
Pass this bill speedily, and you will confer a great 
favor upon the soldier, who is entitled to the sym- 
pathies of the House and of this country. I hope 
when the President’s message shall be again up 
for consideration, that both the gentleman from 
| Florida [Mr. Casext] and myself will have the 


privilege of defining our positions generally, and 





I assure the gentleman 
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I tell the gentleman from Florida, much as he 
yoses that I have attempted to enlightey 4.” 
lien and this country, that when that aie 
comes before this House, I will claim my a 
lege to be heard. Whether or not L-have 
passed upon the time or patience of the Hons. . 
a question to be settled between my constity..,, 
and myself. I have an overfondness for talkine 
and when it becomes necessary for me to talk o. 
say something, inmy humble way, in reply 
attacks, such as have been made by the oe, 
man from Florida (Mr. Capetr] to-day T shed 
do so regardless of consequences. laa 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move that th, 
committee rise, with a view to offer a resolutio 
closing debate upon the question under considers. 
tion. 
The question was then taken, and the motio, 
was agreed to. “i 
whe committee accordingly rose, and i, 
Speaker having resumed the chair the chairman os 
the committee reported that the Committee of ;),. 
Whole on the state of the Union had had th. 
Union generally under consideration, and Particu- 
larly the special order of the House, being Senay» 
bill 146, entitled ‘*An act to make land warrants as. 
signable, and for other purposes,” and that it haj 
come to no conclusion thereon, 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I offer the fo). 
lowing resolution : 


Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of thy 
Whoie House upon the state of the Union, on the bill of tj. 
Senate, (No. 146,) entitled *Anact making land warrayys 
assignable, and for other purposes,’’ shall cease at oy 
o’clock on to-morrow, (if the committee shall not sooner 
come to a conclusion upon the same ;) and the committe 
shall then proceed to vote on such amendments as may be 
pending, or offered to the same, and shall then report it 
the House, with such amendments as may have been agreed 
to by the committee. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I move wo 
strike out **to-morrow at oneo’clock,”’ and to in- 
sert **to-morrow week at one o’clock.”’ I would 
inquire of the Chair whether that amendment is 
debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. POLK. Is the resolution now susceptible 
of amendment? 

TheSPEAKER. A proposition of amendment 
by the gentleman from Illinois is now pending. 

Mr. POLK. I hope the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. Campse tt] will withdraw his amendment 
|| and substitute to-morrow at three o’clock. [am 
opposed to the resolutioi: as originally introduced, 
If the time is fixed for to-morrow at one o'clock, 
the morning hour will be consumed. I desire to 
explain the aetion of the Democratic caucus. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind gen- 
tlemen that debate is not in order. 

Mr. POLK. I then call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to have the order of 
the House by which this was made the special 
order, read, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the resolution in its present form is really in order. 
I understand the special order to have been to !n- 
clude not only the Senate bill, but also the House 
bill upon that subject. If the House has % 
ordered, is it competent for the House to divide 
that special order and make two of it? I inquire 
whether the resolution should not include the bill 
of the House as well as that of the Senate’ | 
make this suggestion with a view of ews 
_any difficulty that may grow out of it. I hope the 
| mover of the resolution will so modify it as to in- 
clude both bills. 

Mr. HARRIS. If it is in my power I will do 
so. I desire to have the debate closed upon the 
whole subject. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
| to modify his resolution. 

Mr. HARRIS. I will so modify it that deba'e 
shall cease upon both propositions—the bill of the 
Senate as well as that of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The modification will be 
made. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will suggest 
my colleague another modification, which will be, 
that debate shall close upon both of these bills twe 
hours after their consideration shall again be ' 
sumed in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 
| Mr. POLK. I rise to a point of order. I 
_moved the previous question, and would like 
know whether any motion is in order in the fact 


tres. 


1 could take some liberties in dealing rather gently |) that-of the respective parties to which we belong. |! of that call? 
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1) 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right | ; Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
modify his resolution before action is had. sider the vote by which the resolution was adopted, 
"Mr. POLK. If the demand for the previous || and to lay the motion to reconsider on @he table; 
estion is made? : which latter motion was agreed to. 
’ The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. Mr. CARTTER moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. BISSELL. I wish merely to suggest that Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would sug- 
hig ig a Senate bill, which has not been considered || gest to the gentleman, whether it would not be 
~ a committee, nor discussed in the House. I || better to clear the Speaker’s table. 
cay weare closing debate upon it too soon. The bill Mr. CARTTER. It cannot be done—it is too 
-equires a little explanation,and unless the mover || late in the day. 


\ 


of the resolution adopts the suggestion of the gen- The mer was then taken and agreed to, and 
jeman from Tennessee, to close the debate two || The House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 
jours after we go into committee, I shall feel con- || o’clock. 
«rained to move to lay the resolution upon the | — 


table. This bill requires explanation. I hope the 
veptieman will accept that modification. : 
*vr. HARRIS. I wish only to consult the | 
ose of the House, as to the time when this debate 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees 
one By Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania: The memorial of A 
chall cease in the Committee of the Who.e. I || G. Nicolls and 400 others, for repair of piers and improve- 
have no choice as to the particular hour; and as || ment of harbors on the river Delaware. 


d ata | By Mr. ROBBINS: A petition signed by Harris and | 
several gentlemen aroun me suggest the proprie- |! Leech and 24 other persons, merchants and citizens of 
tyof modifying the resolution so as to close debate || Philadelphia, asking Congress to make an apprepriation | 
swo hours after the committee shall have resumed |) for the construction of an additional canal around the Falls || 


: a eet aad: 2 : of the Ohio, or Rapids at Louisville, Kentucky. 1) 
‘he consideratian of the subject, [ will so modify By Mr. WELLS? The memorial of the Michigan || 


t. ; Se || Southern Railroad Company, for compensation for trans- 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. There was a | porting the great western mail. 


resolution offered here to which I offered an amend- on Mr. Soe — petition of George W. Jackson, | 
, . . o irginia, one of the heirs of George Jackson, of Ohio, | 
: , > I [Sve oY re - > ? 

ment, and to my amendment, [ velieve, there was || deceased, praying remuneration for the services of said | 
another amendment made. There the matter, I} George Jackson, for one year as Captain in the expedition | 
think, should stop. I was told I had no right to || of General George Rogers Clark to the Falls of the Ohio | 
discuss this subject, notwithstanding which, mo- || ™ 1781. 
| 


j 
i 


; ; : By Mr. McMULLIN: The petition of John 8. King | 
tions have been entertained, and subjects discussed, daateihecd praying a pension aL said Kine . g | 
| > pra) ‘ , S¢ e- 


ever since [ offered my amendment. . | By Mr. RIDDLE: A memorial of the Commissioners of 
The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair had no design of || the town of Newcastle, State of Delaware, praying for an 
doing the ventleman injustice. appropriation to complete the United States harbor at said 


tf - ° town, on the Delaware river. | 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I am well aware of that. Also, a memorial of sundry citizens of the United States, | 


Tam only speaking with regard to the action of || holders of claims upon the late Republic of Texas, praying 
centlemen, and desire to suggest to the Chair the || Congress to pass a law to authorize the Secretary of the 
nosition which this resolution now occupies. I Treasury to pay their claims, upon compliance by them with 
or aaa fa 2 . all the requirements prescribed by that officer, in conformi 
might be permitted to say that | am not tenacious 


: - | ty with the act of the 9th of September, 1850. | 
about prolonging the debate for a whole week. I By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: The memorial of | 


| 
would be willing to fix any reasonable time for ee ee an improve- | 
: : 2 ° ; ne 1avigalion arounc 1e aus Oo ie no river. 
the consideration of this ubject, and partic ularly By Mr. LETCHER: The petition of J. B. Moomaw, A. | 
for the consideration of the Senate bill, which has | 


, || D. Amiss, T’. B. McRoberts, and Felix Hull, assistant mar- | 
never been before the House nor any committee. |! shals in the State of Virginia, asking additional compen- 


lt is an important subject, and I do think the op- | — toning _ late census. | 3 , 
ponents of the bill should not check this matter at Sod BARD: The petition of Daniel Breed and 


t 3 ; others, praying for the establishment of a new post route, 
once. I will fix any reasonable time gentlemen || from the post office in North Charlestown, New Hamp- 


are willing to agree upon, that we may have some |) shire, to the post offiee in Unity, in said State. 

opportunity of discussing the merits of the bill as || _ By Mr. pee oe : ned Se tee ends cl ne 
we . ° ° nam county, no i i B i a, VU 

itis now before us. I move to strike out ‘in two | an. Mi Ee SPD: AA Reem SP 


‘ ; : Adrian, Michigan. 
hours after the committee shall resume their con- || By Mr. J. W. HOWE: 'The petition of William 8. Ran- 


sideration,’? and to insert in lieu thereof ‘‘’On || kin, and 57 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, 
Thursday next, at two o’clock.”” praying Congress to prohibit the transportation of the United | 
Mr. BOLK. f insist all for tl _ || States mail on the Sabbath. 
mar. “<Fam Insist upon my call for the pre i} By Mr. CHANDLER: Three memorials, numerously | 
vious question, || signed by merchants of Philadelphia, asking Congress to 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers, || adopt means for improving the navigation at the Falls of the | 
upon the second; which were ordered; and Messrs. || "¥e? Ohio, at Louisville. 


lente of ion unk C i : | By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Zenas D. Bassett 
: te or tennessee, anc HANDLER Were &p- || and others, of Massachusetts, asking an appropriation for 
pomted. 

i 


the preservation of the breakwater in Hyannis harbor. 
The House was then divided, and the tellers Al-o, the petition of Thomas Bradley and others, of Mas- 
reported—ayes 78, noes 45. So there was a second, sachusetts, asking an appropriation, &c., for the location of 


. : t buoys on the shoals in Holmes’ Hole harbor. 
and the main question was then ordered to be By Mr. GAYLORD: The petition of sundry citizens of 


put. New Lexington, Perry county, Ohio, asking the establish 
A Voice. Read the resolution as modified. ment of a mail route from Newark, Licking county, Ohio, | 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: | through Jackson, Thornville, and Somerset, to New Lexing- 


: ; |} ton, Perry county, Ohio. 
Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole || 

House on the state of the Union on the bill of the Senate || 

(No. 146), as also joint%eSblution No. 1, entitled “An act || 
making land warrants assignable, and for other purposes ;”? || 
and also joint resolution (No. 1) explanatory of the act || 
approved September 28, 1850, granting bounty land | 
to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
in the military service of the United States, shall cease in || 
two hours after the committee shall resume their considera- | 
ton, (if the committee shall not seoner come to a conclu- 
sion upon the same;) and the committee shall then pro- 
ceed to vote on such amendments as may be pending, or of- 
fered to the same, and shall then report it to the House, 


with such amendments as may have been agreed to by the 
committee. 


The SPEAKER. The main question is first 
upon the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Campsexu.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will withdraw my amen¢- | 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 4, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 


NON-INTERVENTION. 


Mr. CLARKE. Mr. President, yesterday and 
the day before 1 was detained from the Senate by | 
severe indisposition, from which I have not yet | 
recovered. uring my absence yesterday, | per- | 
ceive from the papers, the Senator from Michigan | 
{[Mr. Cass] called the attention of the Senate to | 
the resolutions which I some time since offered in 
relation to the doctrine of intervention, and gave | 
an intimation that he wished to address the Sen- | 
ment. || ate upon it to-day. 1 desire now to say to the | 

Mr. POLK. I move that the debate be closed || Senate, that the Senator from Michigan and my- | 
on Thursday at three o’clock. I do it at the sug- || self, as he stated, had had a conversation on the 


gestion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Bis- || subject, and fearing that I might not be able to | 
SELL,] who reported the bill. || enter upon the discussion of those resolutions—-for | 
The SPEAKER. That can be done only by the || 1 was discouraged by my indisposition—it was 
universal consent of the House, the previous ques- | agreed between us that he might oe ome with the | 
tion having been sustained. | discussion of his substitute, if I should not be | 
Mr. CLINGMAN objected. ‘able to proceed with the explanation of the ori- 
The question was then taken upon the adoption |{ ginal resolution, which I was entitled to do by the 
of the resolution; and it was agreed to—ayes 71, || usual courtesy of the Senate. But this morning | 
noes 59. \| we have had another conversation, and the Sen- | 


ator from Michigan, with his proverbial kindness, 
has agreed that the consideration of the resolutions 
may be further postponed to Monday next, when 
I hope to be able to proceed with the discussion— 
I trust my health will permit me to do so—but if 
I should be so unfortunate as not then to be able 
to proceed myself, that the Senator from Michi- 
gan shall have the floor for that day. If, how- 
ever, I shall be able to speak on Monday next, 
and that day should be occupied by me, it is wn- 
derstood that the Senator from Michigan will be 
ready to proceed on Tuesday. Of course we can- 
not control this matter, but we desire that such an 
arrangement may agree with the convenience of 
the Senate. With that view, I move that the 
resolutions may now be taken up, that their con- 
sideration may be postponed to Monday next. I 
make this request thus early, be ‘cause I shall be 
obliged very soon to leave the Senate Chamber, 
not beimg able to remain throughout the day. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the petition of 


| Candace Porter, widow of a soldier in the war of 


the Revolution, praying a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citi- 
zens of Dubuque, lowa, who pray for a grant of 
land for the construction of a railroad from Du- 
buqueto Minnesota Territory; which were referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. MORTON presented the memorial of as- 
sistant marshals for taking the Seventh Census in 
Florida, praying additional compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented two petitions of 
citizens of New Jersey, praying that the law abol- 
ishing flogging in the Navy may not be repealed; 
which were referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, the petition of P. Dickerson and others, 
recommending the proposition submitted by Am- 
brose W. Thompson tor the transportation of the 


|} mails between New York and some port on the 


western coast of Ireland; which was referred t 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Charles Wilkes, a com- 
mander in the Navy, praying that an appropria- 
tion of five hundred thousand dollars be placed at 
the disposition of the President of the United 


| States, to institute an effective search within the 


Arctic regions for Sir John Franklin, and to re- 
deem the pledge made by the late President of the 
United States, through the Secretary of State, to 
Lady Franklin; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, is it in order to 
move to instruct the Naval Committee in relation 
to that memorial? Jf it 1s in order, | move that 


|| the committee be instructed to inform the Senate 


how much the expeditions got up &hder this same 
Mr. Charles Wilkes, some years ago, have cost 
already. I think the Senate ought to have that 
information before the committee act upon this 
petition. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator cannot make 
the motion in that way. 

Mr. PEARCE. That information has been 
given to the Senate long ago. 

Mr. HALE. Well, I will endeavor to get at 
it in some other way. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair would inform 
the Senator that he must introduce a resolution in 
the usual form, in order to instruct a committee. 

Mr. HALE. I will obtain the information in 
some way. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial of certain 
non-commissioned officers of the regiment of 
mounted riflemen in the United States Army, 
praying to be discharged; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition of the members of the company 
of sappers and miners and pontoniers, enlisted in 
the Army of the United States, praying to be dis- 
charged; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of W. 
P. J. Sanger, praying compensation for perform- 
ing the duties of engineer at the Gosport Navy- 
Yard; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. . 

Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Corne- 

| lius McCaullay, praying compensation for certain 
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variegated embossed morocco leather, furnished for 
covering the chairs in the Senate Chamber; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Frederick Vincent, ad- 
ministrator of James Lecaze, deceased, late part- 
ner in the firm of Lecaze & Mallet, praying the 
payment of a balance due for advances made b 
that firm during the revolutionary war; which 


Claims. 

Also, the petition of David A. Melhorn, pray- 
ing to be indemnified for loss on contract entered 
into by him for building a culvert in the city of 
Washington; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

Aiso, the memorial of inhabitants of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, praying that the transportation of 
the mails on Sunday may be prohibited by law; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented three petitions 
of merchants and others of Philadelphia, praying 
an enlargement of the Louisville and Portland 
Canal; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of William 
G. Ridgely, praying indemnity for tobacco de- 
stroved by the British in the war of 1812; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of cit- 
izens of Portland, Maine, praying that the spirit 
ration in the Navy may be abolished; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Massachusetts in favor of an appropriation for 
a ship canal around the Falls of St. Mary’s river; 
which was laid on the table. 

Also, the petition of fifteen heads of insurance 
offices in Boston, praying that the act of March 
3, 1847, for the reduction of the costs and expenses 
of proceedings in admiralty against ships and ves- 
sels may not be repealed; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of George 
W. Hathaway, praying the appointment of a tri- 
bunal to review the decisions of the late Board of 
Commissioners for the settlement of claims of 
American citizens against Mexico; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CHASE, I hold in my hand two memo- 
rials of citizens of Cincinnati, praying for the di- 
vision of the district of Ohio into two judicial dis- 
tricts. These memorials are signed by nearly 
every member of the bar and almost every leading 
man of business in the city of Cincinnati; and | 
ask leave to commend them to the respectful atten- 
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
committee I move that they be referred. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Alabama in favor of the establish- 
ment ofa Burggu of Agriculture; Which were read 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the pe- 


tition of William Jacon, in behalf of himself and | 


his late partner, Lewis H. Bates, praying to be 
indemnified for losses sustained in consequence of 
the illegal seizure of a quantity of iron imported 
by them; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BADGER presented six memorials of as- 
sistant marshals for taking the Seventh Census in 
North Carolina, praying additional compensation ; 
which were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. NORRIS presented the petition of Jacob 
Gideon, praying indemnification for damages sus- 


tained in consequence of a violation of his contract | 
with the Navy Department for binding; which || 


* . - ‘ . 5 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Phineas M. 
Nightingale, legal representative of General Nathaniel 
Greene, on the files of the Sena e, be referred to the Com- 
inittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered That the petition of Martin Fenwick, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 
Ordered, That the petitiou of Madison Allen, on the files 


\ | of the Senate, be referred to the "Committee on Public 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary |, 


Lands. 


On motion by Mr. CASS, it was 

Ordered, 'That the petition of John Bronson, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. NORRIS, it was 

Ordered, That “Maria Ostrander and Sarah Overbagh, 
severally, have leave to withdraw their petitions and pa- 
pers. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of A. R. Woolley, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Conimittee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. & 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee of Claims, to 
which was referred the documents in relation to the 
claim of William S. Waller, praying compensation 
for disposing and selling of certain Treasury notes, 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Public 

suildings, to which was referred the subject, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the fitting up of a tem- 
porary room for the Congressional Library; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

He also submitted a report on the subject; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Claims to ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the claim of E. Paven- 
stadt and F, A. Schumacher, of the city of New 
York, and that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. I also make a report 
upon the subject, which I ask may be printed. 
‘The object of the committee is this: It seemed to 
the Committee of Claims, that this matter should 
have been referred, in the first place, to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 
acter: 
New York, imported a number of packages of 
goods. They afterwards sold those packages, and 
placed them on board a French ship, to be conveyed 
to New Orleans. ‘These parties executed a bond 
to the Government, the condition of which was, 
that in four months they would supply the cus- 
tom-house officers of New York with evidence of 
the deposit of the goods at the New Orleans cus- 
tom-house. It appears that the goods were lost 
at sea, and the claimants ask that there shall be 


refunded to them the money which they were obli- | 


ged to pay upon this bond. I apprehend hat it is 
a matter of a great deal of consequence to the 
Government, for if this application of these par- 
ties is sustained, it will involve a large expendi- 
ture by requiring the refunding of duties in similar 
cases. 

ThePRESIDENT. The motion of the Senator 
is a very unusual one. The Chair understands the 
Senator to ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of a subject upon which he makes a 
report, 

Mr. PRATT. Ihave stated the reason for this 
unusual procedure. The report states the views 
of the Committee of Claims in regard to the mat- 
ter. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN, chairman of the Committee on 


| Commerce, rose subsequently and said: There is 
| some difference in the manner of proceeding in the 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of James Chap- | 


man, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John A. Rogers, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 


{| 
} 
} 


House and in the Senate on such memorials. At 
the time the Senator from Maryland made his re- 


GLOBE. — 


The claim is of this char- || 
These persons, merchants of the city of |) 





aa aaa Feb, 4, 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary as 
charged from the further consideration of the memor th 
William Newbold, and that it be referred to the Sen of 
of Claims. Nittee 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committe 
nance, to which was referred the 
Italian Mutual Benevolent Society, reported ad. 
versely thereon, and the committee was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition.” 

Mr. DOWNS subsequently moved a reconsid 
eration of the vote discharging the committe 
which was agreed to, and the motion to disc)» 
the committee was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee oy Fi 
nance, moved that that committee be discharoed 
from the further consideration of the bil] iy 
payment of outstanding loan-office and final-settl. 
ment certificates issued for money loaned for go». 
vices or for supplies during the revolutionary wa; 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Rey’ 

| lutionary Claims. 

Mr. WALKER. This subject was before the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims at the |as, 
session of Congress. 1 was spoken to with rp. 
gard to the reference at this session, and | mop. 
tioned to the Senator who proposed to refer jt 
that committee, that it had been reported upoy 

It is no longer a subject of investigation. It hys 
once passed the ordeal of examination. These 
demands have been already adjudicated, and the 
only question now is, whether we shall pay these 
final-settlement certificates which have been issued 
under this adjudication. There is, therefore, not). 
ing for the Committee on Revolutionary Clains 
to do in the matier. It is for the Committee op 
Finance to see whether they shall be paid, and 
not for the Committee on Revolutionary Clains 
to reéxamine and redetermine on the justice of the 
claims. 

Mr. HUNTER. This isa claim arising outof 
matters connected with the revolutionary war, 
and things of this sort have always been referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. [f 
| the Senator thinks this a plain case, he may read- 
ily report a bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill for the benefit 
of the Carmelite Nunnery, of Baltimore, reported 
it without amendment, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
dieiary, to which was referred the bill to increase 
the salary of the district judge of the United States 
for the southern district of Florida, reported it 
without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill increasing the salary of the 
district judge of the United States for the district 
_of New Hampshire, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Pr- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill to relinquish the 
reversionary interest of the United States to a cer- 
tain reservation therein mentioned, and to confirm 
the title of Charles G. Gunter thereto; which was 


| ee on Fi. 
Petition of the 


e: 
‘ 


Charge 


|| read a first and second time by its title, and con- 


port I was under the impression that these matters | 


were considered by the Committee on Commerce 
in the Senate; they are referred to that committee 
in the House of Representatives. I learn, how- 
ever, on conferring with the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, that they have uniformly 


gone to the Committee on Finance in the Senate. | 
| I therefore move that the Committee on Com- 


merce be discharged from the consideration of that 


| memorial, and that it be referred to the Commit- | 


Ordered, That the petition of Wade Allen, on the files of || 





tee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis- || 


charged from the further consideration of three memorials 
of the citizens of Pittsburg, on the subject of a ship canal 
around the Falls of the St. Mary’s river. 


\ 


| 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and no 
amendment being made, it #a8 reported to the Sen- 
ate and ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
| ume. 
| Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Finance, 
| to which was referred the memorial of the Presi- 
| dent and Directors of the Raleigh and Gaston Rail- 
road Company, reported a bill for the relief of said 
compenE which was read and passed to the sec- 
ond reading. 
Mr. PRATT, from the Committee of Claims, 
| to which was referred the petition of Bryan Cal- 
laghan, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief. 
The bill was read and passed to the second read- 
ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Alexander Y. P. Garnett, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a joint reso- 
lution for his relief. 
The resolution was read and passed to the second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 
_ was referred the memorial of S. H. Duff, submit- 





ted an adverse report, which was ordered to be 
printed. : 
Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on Patents 
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od the Patent Office, to which was referred the 
ition of Peter U. Morgan, administrator of John 
‘rn Id, deceased, and George G. Bishop, submit- 
‘ed a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief 
+ George G. Bishop and the legal representatives 
John Arnold, deceased. 

“The bill was read and passed to a second read- 
and the report was ordered to be printed. 


INDIGENT INSANE PERSONS. 


Mr. SHIELDS asked and obtained leave to 
ieing in a bill making a grant of lands to the 
~overal States of the Union for the relief and sup- 
nort of indigent insane persons; which was read a 
+t and second time by its title, and referred to a 
lect committee, consisting of five members, to be 
anointed by the President pro tem. Q 

The following Senators were subsequently ap- 


ings 


»pinted: Mr. Smuenps, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Fiam- | 


ux, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Bet. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SOULE, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to es- 
wblish a navy-yard and depot near the city of 
New Orleans; which was read a first and second 
“me by its title, and referréd to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

FORTIFICATIONS OF SAN FRANCISCO BAY. 

Mr. GWIN. I have a resolution which I wish 
to offer. I see by the report of the Board of En- 
peers for the Pacific coast, that there is a state- 
ment to this effect: 


“This Board, constituted under orders of 17th June, 1851, 
for the purpose of studying the system of defence for the 
Pacific coast, is seo™'!ously engaged on projects for the en 
trance to San Francisco bay; and [ hope soon to present 
plans in support of an appropriation for the commencement 
ofa work there early next year.”’—Report of 14th Novem- 
ber, 1851, to the Secretary of War. 


| want to obtain information in regard to that 
appropriation ; I therefore offer the following reso- 
lution of inquiry: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested, if 
notincompatible with the public interest, to communicate 


to the Senate what amount of money, if any, has been | 
recommended by the Board of Engineer officers charged | 
with planning the fortifications of San Francisco Bay, to be | 
appropriated at the present session of Congress, for the im- | 


mediate commencement of those fortifications. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


CENSUS RETURNS. 
Mr. BADGER. I ask the permission of the 


Senate to take up for a moment the joint resolu- 
tion to provide for the printing of the returns of 
the Seventh Census, simply for the purpose of 
laying upon the table an amendment which I pro- 
pose to offer to the amendment offered by the Sen- 


ator from Connecticut, [Mr. Smrrx.}] Iam in favor | 


of compromises and adjustments, and I think the 


amendment which I propose to offer will be a rea- | 


sonable medium between the proposition offered | 


by my friend from Connecticut and the joint reso- 


lution on the table, and such a one as I think | 


there can be no reasonable objection to. 
fully executed, and will, at the same time, relieve 
ls from such a business as putting out such a work 
tothelowest bidder. By the unanimous consent of 
the Senate, 1 hope the amendment to the amend- 
iment will be printed. 


It will re- 
move all difficulty as to the work not being faith- | 


The motion to take up the joint resolution was | 


agreed to. 


Mr. BADGER then offered the following amend- | 


ment; 


Strike out from the amendment to the amendment all after 


the words “it shall be the duty of,’’ and insert the follow- 
ing : 


—“the Joint Committee en Printing to contract with | 


Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong for printing and binding the 
Census, on such terms as the committee may think reasona- 
bieand proper; the work to he executed under the direction 
ol the Seeretary of the Interior, and to be paid for from time 
time during the progress of the work by the head of the 
Census Bureau, under the direction of the Secretary, with 
power in the Seeretary to abate from the amount stipulated, 
. the work when executed shall prove deficient or below 
He standard which may be agreed upon.” 


Mr.GWIN. I do not wish to interrupt the 
Senator from Michigan in his speeeh, but | give 
totice that I shall call up the joint resolution in the 
morning; and I hope the Senate will then be pre- 
pared to act upon it. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 


Ordered, That the further consideration of the resolution 


* postponed until to-morrow, and that the proposed amend- 
ment be printed. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ENGROSSED BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were severally 
read the third time and passed: ’ 

An act to change the times for holding the dis- 
trict courts of the United States for the western 
district of Virginia, and for other purposes; 

An act to provide for the appointment of a Su- 
perintendent of [ndian affairs in California; 

An act to enforce discipline and promote good 
conduct in the naval service of the United States; 
and 

An act amendatory of the act entitled **An act 
to provide for holding the courts of the United 
States in case of the sickness or other disability of 
the judges of the district courts,” approved July 


29, 1850. 





| ought to have known. 


| main yet remain unsold, 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL BY BREVET. 


Mr.GWIN submitted informally several amend- 
ments, which he will hereafter offer, to the joint 
resolution authorizing the President of the United 
States to confer the utle of Lieutenant General by | 
brevet for eminent services; and they were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CASS, for the same purpose, submitted the 
following; which was ordered to be printed: 

Provided, however, That when the said grade of Lieuten- 
ant General by brevet shall have once been filled and have 


become vacant, this act shall thereafter expire and be of no 
effect. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill granting the right of way and making a grant 
of land to the State of Iowa, in aid of the con- 
struction of certain railroads in said State. 

Mr. FELCH resumed and finished the speech 
which he commenced yesterday in favor of the 
bill, and against the amendment of Mr. Unver- 
woop, the report of which will be found in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. BELL. 
ator from Michigan, particularly since I have heard 
his concluding remarks, as well as some remarks 
in the preceding stage of his argument, that this 
is becoming a serious and important question, and 
deserves not only a grave consideration, but per- 


haps a fuller discussion than we have yet had upon | 


it. If [ understand the honorable Senator, he is 
strongly impressed with the belief that the fate of 
our land system generally—of our mode of appro- 
priating the public lands—may be broken dowh 
or destroyed, if there is any interference with the 
practice of making these appropriations for inter- 
nal improvements in the new States. 
so, the question is highly deserving of further 


consideration; and I should like to hear a fuller || 
development of the views of the honorable Sena- || 


tor upon that point. There was conveyed, in the 


manner and gravity with which he announced this | 


sentiment, not only a warning, but something of a 
threat also. 
wise in the Senator to give his timely warning, and 
to give it in whatever shape he may think proper; 


for I have had my ears open, and I have seen, | 


too, the progress of sentiments which may lead to 
that result; and it will be the part of wisdom of 
the Congress of the United States, if they think 


the policy to which he alludes is not wise and | 
proper, to pursue a conciliatory, liberal, and just | 
policy. But nevertheless, | think that some con- | 
| siderations of justice, of equality, and of right, 


in regard to all other sections of the Union, may 
be well coupled with it. 


There were some other remarks made by the | 
honorable Senator, which | ought not to ~ aston- | 
| ished me; they struck me with surprise, b 


ut per- 
haps it was owing to my own inadvertence, wien 
of attention to, and ignorance of, facts which I 
In some of the new States 
if | understand the honorable Senator, some four 
fifths, and in some nine-tenths, of the public do- 
And yet I have seen 
from session to session, and from Congress to 


| Congress, for the last fifteen years, an extraordi~ 
| nary desire to extend, and 7 to extend still fur- 


ther, to open the claims of the United States free 
from the possession and right of occupancy by 
the Indian tribes, of territory still further and fur- 
ther into the wilderness. MM attention has not 
been drawn in detail to this subject, although you 


| may remember that the discussion which we have 


had this session may be said to be an annual dis- | 
cussion in its general features and aspects, and is | 


| assuming a still greater and greater importance at 





I agree with the honorable Sen- | 


If that be | 


Iam not insensible that it may be | 
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You may remember that the 
type of this discussion may be traced back in 
| Congressional history for the last twenty years. |i 
has only received some additional and further de- 
velopments, as the public domain has increased, 
las new States have been admitted, as the western 
| borders have extended, and as new questions have 
arisen regarding the rights of the new States. As 
these have become larger, new ideas have been 
presented. On that account there is some novelty 
in this discussion. 
| do not mean to enter into this argument in 
detail, but there are some views upon the subject 
which I wish to submit briefly to the Senate. I 
have not studied the question, but I have listened 
with great attention to the remarks of the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan, {[Mr. Fetcu,) who 
has treated the subject fully, ably, and, in many 
respects, very fairly and candidly. There are 
some other points of policy with regard* to the 
mode in which opposition to this course of the 
appropriation of the public lands has been kept up 
and maintained by our State-rights friends. | 
hope they will not consider me as speaking in any 
disparagement, if I allude to a course of policy 
which has tended as much as any other to defeat 
a just, equitable, and liberal policy in regard to the 
appropriation of the public lands heretofore. 

It is suggested to me that [ had better give way 
to a motion to postpone the further consideration 
of this subject until to-morrow, so that we may 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business. 
I am willing to do so. But I give notice that I do 
not wish to make a set speech, for | have taken no 
notes; though there are some points which | think 
of great importance which | wish to bring before 
the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 move, then, to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until to-morrow, 
for the purpose of going into Executive session. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and after a short time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


every Congress. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 4, 1852. 


The House met pursuantto adjournment. Prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Morean. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. There are a large number of 
| communications from the Departments upon the 
Speaker’s table, which will be presented to the 
House this morning, if there is no objection. 

On motion by Mr. KURTZ, by unanimous 
consent, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House all the papers in the case of Peter Stra 
ber, for the purpose of reference in the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following message, hereto- 
| fore received from the President of the United 
| States, viz: 

To the House of Representatives : 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representa 
tives of the 7th of August, 1850, and the 17th of Decem 
ber, 1851, requesting information touching the claims of 
citizens of the United States on the Government of Portu 
|| gal, I transinit a report from the Secretary of State, and the 
documents which accompany the same. 

MILLARD FILEMORE. 

WASHINGTON, 286th, January, 1852. 

On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, it was 


Ordered, That the said message and accompanying docu 
ments be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
printed. 


\| ‘The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House sundry Executive communi- 
cations, viz: 

I. A letter from the Treasurer of the United 
States, transmitting copies of his accounts, re- 
ceipts, and disbursements for the service of the 
Post Office Department for the year ending 30th 
June, 1851; which, on motion by Mr. Sermour, 
| of New York, was, with the accompanying docu- 
|| ments, referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
|| II. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the annual statement of the clerks 
and other persons employed in his Department 
|| during the year 185]; which, on motion by Mr. 
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Rossts, was, with the accompanying documents, 
ordered to be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and printed. 

If. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, transmitting a copy of a communication from 
the Secretary of State, with copies of estimates 
required to complete the service of that Depart- ; 
ment for the current fiscal year; which, on mo- | 
tion by Mr. Seymour, of New York, was referred, 
with the accompanying documents, to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

[V. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
transmitting a list of contracts made for light-house | 
purposes, &c., for 1851; also, copies of reports | 
from Professor Bache, under instructions from the 
Treasury Department, and in pursuance of the act | 
of March 3, 1851, entitled ** An act making appro- 
priations for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., 
and providing for the erection and establishment 
of the same, and for other purposes;’’ which, with 
the accompanying documents, was, on the motion 
of Mr. Seymour, of New York, ordered to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and be 
printed. 

V. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the Marine Hospital 
fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1851; 
which, with the accompanying documents, was, on 
the motion of Mr. Rossins, ordered to be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and be printed. 

VI. A letter from the Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting, in conformity with law, state- 
ments of the accounts which remained due more 
than three years prior to the Ist day of July, 1851, 
on the eas of the Register of the Treasury, and 
on the books of the Second, Third, and Fourth 
Auditors, respectively; which, with the accompa- 
nying documents, was, on the motion of Mr. 
Rossins, ordered to be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and be printed. 

VII. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting detailed statements of the manner in 
which the contingent fund of that Department and 
its several bureaus, has been expended during the 
last year; which letter and accompanying docu- 
ments were ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Vil. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a communication from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office of the present 
date, accompanied by the annual reports of the 
Surveyors General of Illinois and Missouri and 
of Oregon, which were not received in time to ac- 
company his last annual report; which said letter 
and accompanying documents were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

IX. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a report of the Adjutant General, with an 
abstract of the returns of the militia of all the 
States and Territories, with their arms, accoutre- 
ments, and ammunition; which letter and accom- | 
panying documents were, on motion by Mr. Bis- 
seELL, ordered to be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and be printed. 

X. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, | 
transmitting a copy ofa report made by the Fourth 
Auditor of the Treasury Department in answer to 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of the | 
26th ultimo, relative to the allowance of claims 

oreviously suspended or disallowed; which said 
etter and accompanying documents were, on mo- 
tion by Mr. Fuiver, of Maine, ordered to lie on | 
the table and be printed. 

XI. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, | 
transmitting a report in relation to the merits of | 
the various condensers for supplying boilers of | 
marine engines with fresh water, in compliance 
with a provision of the act of September 28, 1850, | 
making ee for the naval service for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1851; which com- 
munication and accompanying documents were, 
on the motion of Mr. Sranron, of Tennessee, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

XI. A letter from the Postmaster General, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of the | 


26th of August, 1842, a report and statement from {| 


the Third Assistant Postmaster General, as dis- 
bursing agent of that Department, showing in de- 
tail his receipts and payments during the year | 
1851; which Soleer and accompanying documents 


were, on the motion of Mr. Oxps, ordered to lie || 
on the table and be printed. u 


The 
communication from the Secretary of Oregon Ter- 
ritory, transmitting a copy of the journals of the 
Council and House of Representatives of the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon; which was, on the motion of 
Mr. Rossins, ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed, 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following bills from the Sen- 
ate; which were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred as indicated below: 

No. 19. An act to extend the time for selecting 
lands granted to the State of Wisconsin for saline 
= Referred to the Committee on Pablic 

ands. 


No. 70. An act for the relief of the widows and 
relatives of certain officers and seamen of the 
United States brig Washington, who were lost 
overboard in a hurricane. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

No. 74. A bill to authorize the State of Illinois 
to select the residue of the lands to which she is 
entitled under the act of the 2d of March, 1827, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


| 


granting land to aid that State in opening a canal | 


to connect the waters of the Illinois river with 
those of Lake Michigan. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

No. 142. An act to admit the hermaphrodite 
brig Sylphide to registry. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

No. 54. An act for the relief of Theodore Of- 
fut. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

No. 68. An act for the relief of Charles A. 
Kellett. Referred to the Committee on 
merce. 


Com- | 


No. 69. An act for the relief of Enoch Bald- | 


win. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


No. 77. An act for the relief of the heirs and | 
representatives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan. | 


Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


No. 103. An act for the relief of A. H. Cole. 


Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
No. 104. An act for the relief of James Dun- 
ning. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 


No. 112. An act for the relief of Julia Acken. | 


|| Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


No. 116. An act to provide for the final settle- | 


ment of the accounts of Jonathan Kearsley, late 


receiver of the public moneys at Detroit, and of | 
Jéhn Biddle, late register of the land office at that | 


= Referred to the Committee 
ands. 


on Public | 


No. 118. An act for the relief of the children of 


Erastus A. Capron. 
on Invalid Pensions. 


Referred to the Committee | 


No. 119. An act for compensation to James W. | 


Low 
vate armed schooner Ann, during the late war 


with Great Britain. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


No. 124. An act granting a pension to Elizabeth | 


Munroe. Referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 


Also, joint resolution No. 10, for the relief of | 


Alexander P. Field, late Secretary of Wiseonsin 
Territory, and sureties. 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


No. 46. An act granting a pension to Sally T. | 


Floyd, widow of George R. C. Floyd, late a Lieu- 


tenant Colonel in the Army of the United States. | 


Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


HARVESTING MACHINE. 


The SPEAKER stated that the next business 
in order was the third reading of an engrossed bill 


entitled ** An act for the relief of Hiram Moore 
| 


and John Hascall.’’ 

The bill was then read the third time. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question 
ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

The question was then taken, and it was not 
agreed to. 

The question now being, Shall the bill 

Mr. 
which were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES. I ask for the reading of the bill. 


I wish to see whether 


Mr. CARTTER. I call the gentleman to order. | 


Mr. JONES. It is too late. I wish to know 


and others, for the capture of the British pri- || reading of the bill to regulate the publication of 


Referred to the Com- | 


| 


ass ?— 
ONES demanded the yeas aa nays; | 





| motion was agreed to. 


_ Feb. 4 


whether this bill does not grant a patent for ¢ 
teen years ? _ 
Mr. CARTTER. It does for fourtee 
The bill was then read by the Clerk. 
The question was then taken, and the bij! v 
passed. ” 
Mr. CARTTER moved to reconsider ; 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay t 
tion to reconsider upon the table; whic} 


N years, 


he Vote 
he mo. 


1 latter 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
The SPEAKER stated, as the next business be 


| order, the question on ordering the bill “to enon, 
| age agriculture, and for other purposes,” to be op 
| grossed for a third reading. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the read. 


ing of the bill. 





The Clérk read the bill. 

Mr. HALL. Ido not know what disposition 
the House may intend to make of this bill; )y_ | 
move now to amend it by inserting after the wo 
‘‘widow’”’ in the first line, the words ‘Sheing a 
white person.”? The amendment will make tha; 
»ortion of the bill conform to the preémption law 
We have never given preémptions to any oihor 
than white persons, and I think there ought to bp 
the same restriction in this bill. : 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will just say 
to the House, that a bill containing provisions 
similar to those contained in this bill, was intro. 
duced, referred to the Committee on Agriculture, 
and reported favorably on to the House. Thar 
bill is now in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and among the first upon the 
Calendar. This bill has been read twice, and js 
now, I understand, upon its engrossment. Now, 
this is a measure of very great importance, and 
one in which much interest is felt throughout the 
whole country—the public mind being directed to 
making essential changes in the present land sys. 
tem. I will, therefore, if there is no objection, 
move to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, and that it be 


| made the special order of the day for the first 


Tuesday of March next, and from day to day 
thereafter until disposed of; and also, that the bill 
No. 7, upon the same subject, now in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, be 
made the special order for the same day. 

There being no objection, the motion was con- 
sidered and agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the motion was adopted, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The SPEAKER stated, as the next business in 


order, the question on the engrossment for a third 


the laws of the United States and of the public 
advertisements, which had been reported back from 


| the Judiciary Committee, with a recommendation 


that it do not pass. 

Mr. SMART. I wish to say that this bill was 
introduced by me at an early period of the session, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and that during my late illness it was reported 
back to the House with a recommendation that it 
do not pass. I regret that it should come before 
the House under such auspices, for having been 
placed in the position in which it is, it may be 
that it will not receive much favor at the present 
time. ButI hope that the principles of this bill 
may be understood by the country, and I think 
that, if they are understood, the time is not far 
distant when something of the kind will be adopted 
by Congress. -. 

1 will now explain the character of this bill in 
a very few words, and, for the purpose of doing 
so, I ask for the reading of the bill, that I may 
make it a part of my remarks. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 
bled, That the selection of newspapers for the publication 
of the laws of the United States shall, after the passage 
this act, be ade by the Secretary of State, as follows: Tb 
number selected shall be, in each Congressional district, 
two; in each Territory, two; in the District of Columbia, 
four ; and a preference shall be given, in all cases, t0 the 

apers which may have the largest weekly subscripUon, '° 
be ascertained by the affidavit of the editors, respectively, 
and by such additional evidence as may be requisite (0 © 
tablish the facts in each case. : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the public ad- 
vertisements of the United States shall be published in ~ 
or more Congressional districts, according to the nature ¢ 
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ivertisement and the propriety of giving it a general, 
: i i. or a local circulation ; said advertisements to be 
p pal a in such papers, and such oaly, as may have been 
eae said district or districts according to the terms 
a saa for the publication of the laws. , 
is "3, And be it further enacted, That said’public ad- 
i ements shall be published in the newspapers having 
Ve ablication of the laws as aferesaid in the District of 
aa nbia, and in the papers having the publication of said 
-— in the Territories, When aud as often as may be deemed 


ecessary - 


{ And be it further enacted, That as soon as may 
after the passage of this act, and at the commencement 
; he first session of every succeeding Congress, a copy ot | 

vist of newspapers selected according to the terms of 
tact, f08 the publication of the laws of the United States, 
be communicated by the Secretary of State to the 

7 ee of the Departments, and to the Senate and the House 

Representatives, respectively. a A 

cnc, 5. And be tt further enacted, That the President 

cause to be communicated to the Senate and House of 
pseptatives, annually, a list of all newspapers that 

‘yall have published, during the preceding year, any adver- 

ngoqnents as aforesaid, with the names of the publishers, 

»» place of publication, the nature of the work performed, 

she amount paid to each publisher. 

“apc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all acts and 
arts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. SMART. This bill proposes, in the first 

ace, to authorize the publication of the laws of 
‘ye United States in the two papers having the 

voest weekly circulation in each Congressional 
‘eriect. In addition to that, it proposes to give 
a publication of the public advertisements, when- 
ver it may be necessary for a local, partial, or 
voperal circulation, in the papers thus selected in 
~ oor more Congressional districts. I havegiven, 

. will be seen, the preference to papers having the 

west weekly circulation, because this circulation 
roaches the great masses of the people in the rural 
jistriets. It goes to the intelligent population of 
‘he country, and is not confined, like the daily cir- 
culation, to the city. 1 claim for this bill the merit 
that 1t divorces the press from the Government; 
that it entirely disconnects the press from govern- 
mental control. I claim this as one of the merits 
of the bill. 

| desire now to call the attention of the House 
toa very few remarks upon this subject. I will 
promise not to detain gentlemen long. I desire 
especially to call their attention to the fact that this 
Government, like all other Governments, is tend- 
ine rapidly towards centralization. And for one 
| wish to do all I can—if I may be permitted to | 
use the expression—to decentralize the central 
power. This Government has an enormous pat- 
ronage under its control. Under the Whig ad- | 
ministration of John Quincy Adams, the whole 
expenditure of the Government did not exceed 
413,000,000. But how is it now? Why, under 
the present Whig administration, the expenditure 
of the Government is nearly $50,000,000. I say, 
sir, you have an enormous patronage, all tending 
to increase the central power of the Government. 
In addition to this you have, under the existing 
laws, control over the public press to a very large 
extent. Task gentlemen to look to the city of 
New York. ‘There are, in that city alone, athou- 
and employees in and about the custom-house, 
with a salary of more than a thousand dollars each 
onan average, all under the control of this Whig 
administration, and identified with the Whig party. | 
There area regiment of men there, with leisure 
to do what they please in political matters. 

Every gentleman upon this floor knows the true 
secret of getting up political influence in the large 
cities and large towns. It is done through these 
men of leisure. They are the persons who con- 
trol public sentiment in their localities. But I say 
the patronage of the Government is large enough, 
itis abundantly sufficient to concentrate the power 
of the Government without the aid of the press. 
And | claim for the proposition which I have in- 
troduced into this Foun, the merit that it will | 
nave a tendency to decentralize that power by | 
divorcing the press from the control of the Gov- 
ernment. How are the papers now selected by 
the Government for the publication of the laws? | 
the Administration selects two papers in each 
‘tate to publish the laws of the United States. | 
Nor is this all. The influence of the publishers of 
the public advertisements is tremendous. The list 
names of printers and publishers in the Blue | 
Book covers twenty-five pages. There are about || 
‘rly names on a page, making, in all, nearly || 
one thousand who are thus pensioned by the 
Government, to sag mothing of the publishers of | 
he laws. Now, this proposition is calculated to || 
ake this entire patronage from the power of the || 





Sr 


am a‘ Union man.’’ ButI am not for a union 


of Church and State, or of Bank and State, or of 
the Press and State. I am, in those respects, a 
‘*Disunionist.’’ I want to dissolve the union of the 
press and the Government. Sir, | have looked 
into this subject—I have looked intoaproposition, 
introduced many years ago by Col. Benton, which 
was to take this patronage of the press away from 
the General Government, and to give it to the 
Congressional delegations of the several States. 
But I saw that that proposition was liable to the 
same objection which exists under the present ar- 
rangement—that of placing the press under party 
control. I came to the conclusion, therefore, that 
the idea of the distinguished gentlemen to whom 
I have referred, would not accomplish the purpose 
which I desired to effect. | then concluded to 
adopt the proposition which I have introduced 
here, to select those presses which have the largest 
circulation in the several Congressional districts. 
But, as I remarked in the outset, I do not intend to 
detain the House long, and perhaps I have said 
enough upon this point. 

Another merit which I claim for this proposition 
is, that it will give an equal, just, and fair circula- 
tion to the laws of the United States, precisely in 


| proportion to the peculiar character of the people 


whom you command to obey those laws. And 
the present system does not do this. Whatis the 
character of the present system of publishing the 
laws of the country? Why, the Administration 
now in power have, with the exception of two or 
three ‘‘ religious papers,’’ in every instance selected 
a party paper, and the consequence is, that the 


| whole Democratic press of the country are exclu- 


ded. This has been done, with the exceptions I 
have named, in every instance. I desire to call 
your attention for a moment to my own State, 
In the State of Maine, there isa newspaper cir- 
culation of about sixty-one thousand of papers 
published in the State, and of course papers pub- 
lished out of the State circulate ieee within its 
limits. Mr. Webster has selected the Christian 
Mirror, in the city of Portland, as one of the two 
papers in the State to publish the laws. It is a 
very respectable Christian organ, of the orthodox 
Congregational Society, with about three thousand 
subscribers. I have nothing to say against the 
paper. It is a very respectable one, but it affords 
a circulation of the laws of the United States only 
to the society of which itis the organ in my State. 
But what other paper did he select? The Bangor 
Whig, with a merely local circulation in a single 
county. And that is the circulation which you 
give to the laws of the United States in the State 
of Maine, when you tell all the people in that State 
they must obey those laws. W hat said that pure- 
minded statesman, Silas Wright, upon the subject 
of the circulation of the laws of his own State? I 
ask the attention of the House while I read from 


| his letter to Mr. Hickey, who compiled this copy 


of the Constitution of the United States. He says: 


“It has long been a favorite wish of mine, as to this 
State, that our public laws of universal interest may be by 
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our Legislature distributed to our common schools,in a 


form to be made a class-book for the more advanced schol 
ars, that the current legislation of the State may be easily 
and thoroughly understood by those who are to be the voters 
of the State.” 

By those who are to be the voters of the State. 
That was the opinion of Silas Wright in relation 
to the laws of the State of New York. Now | ask, 
if the laws passed by the most important delibera- 


| tive body in the country are of any importance, 


should they not be circulated, and generally circu- 
lated, at least to the extent which you circulate 
your State laws? I might say something of the 
circulation of the laws of the State of Maine. We 
have, as I before remarked, a newspaper circula- 
tion of papers published in the State amounting to 
sixty-one thousand. Well, sir, we circulate a copy 
of the laws of that State annually to every sub- 
scriber of a paper within the limits of the State. 
But you circulate the laws of the United States to 
how many? 
sons. To about four thousand or five thousand 


in the whole State of Maine—a State containing 
six hundred thousand inhabitants! Now, | find by 
the census returns, that the circulation of newspa- 
pers in the United States is about three millions, 
and you give a circulation to the laws of the United 
States of about one hundred and twenty thousand. 
I have made this estimate hastily, but I think it 
hat is the circu- 
Government—to divorce the press and State. ['! lation which you give to your laws. You com- 


cannot be far out of the way. 


Why, to about five thousand per. | 
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mand all the Democrats and all the Whigs and all 
the Abolitionists in the country to obey those 
laws, but you will not permit them to see them— 
you will not send the laws to them. I maintain, 
that if you expect the people of the country to 
obey your laws, you ought to afford the requisite 
facilities to the people for becoming acquainted 
with them. i 

_T now come to the great objection to this propo- 
sition, viz: that it will cost something. And upon 
that objection I beg to make a single remark. I 
always find gentlemen in every deliberative as- 
sembly who are very stringent upon expenses in 
some matters, and yet who are very loose and 
liberal in others. Now, I make this distinction: 
| say where the thing is really necessary for the 
good of the country, where it is essential to the 
welfare of the public, that the expense is a second- 
ary consideration. And, according to that rule, I 
say that in this case it isa secondary consideration. 
But where there is an extravagant expenditure of 
the public money, I will go as far as any other 
man to curtail. But I repeat, in this case the ex- 
penditure which is incurred in disseminating this 
important information to the people, shofild not be 
regarded. It goes all over the country, and is ex- 
pended for a laudable purpose—for a purpose 
which justifies the expense. The expenditure for 
this publication, I will state, according to my esti- 
mate, would be about $75,000. Even this amount 
may be much reduced by reducing the compensa- 
tion to publishers, 


The expenditure is not a le- 
citimate or fair objection to the proposition. 

I did not jntend, when I arose, to do anything 
more than merely to explain this proposition, and 
place it before the House and the country in its 
proper light. I hope the House and the country 
will take itupand carry itout. I desire, however, 
to say one word more in relation to an idea which 
l have alre idy sugzested. Il alludeto theinfluence 
which politicians, and the Government, exercise 
over the press of the country. It is well known 
that when a usurper, no matter whether he |e 
creat or small—-no matter whether he be a Nape- 
leon, or any man in any Congressional district in 
the country—when he wishes to take possession 
of the liberties of the people—when he wishes to 
carry out his plans in opposition to the interests of 
the people—he seizes first upon the press. He 
monopolizes the whole of the public press. That 
is the first thing hedoes. That was the first thing 
done by Louis Napoleon, when he usurped the 
control of the liberties of the people of France. 
We ought to be jealous of a union of the press and 
the Government. 
up. 


This system is now growing 
The printers who are pensioned upon the 


' Government now number more than one thousand. 


It is growing to be a dangerous power; and the 
time will come when, if it be not arrested, it will 
be a fearful power to be wielded by any Adminis- 
tration. I do not intend that these remarks shall 
have a party application. They are as applicable 
to one party as the other. They are as applicable 
to the Whig party as the Democratic party; and 
they are as applicable to the Democratic party as 
the Whig party. All parties are liable to abuse 
power—all Governments are liable to abuse such 
a power. It is for the people to watch their Gov - 
ernment. Itis for the people to watch those who at- 
tempt to control the press and to promote central- 
ism, and to check them in time against the exercise 
of any undue power in the premises. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. As a member 
of the Judiciary Committee, | had the honor to 
report the bill now under consideration, back to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do not 
mass. I[ should,at that time, have moved that the 
en lay upon the table, but for the fact that the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. Smart] was not then in 
his seat. I knew he desired to be heard upon the 
subject, and I desired to extend to him the oppor- 
tunity of doing so. I shall, however, before I 
take my seat, make that motion. 

I wish briefly to submit to the House a few facts 
in relation to this proposition. The first one that 
addressed itself to my mind, was the great differ- 
ence in the cost of publishing the laws of the Uni- 
ted States. Under the present system, the Secre- 
tary of State selects two newspapers in each State 
in the Union for the publication of such laws. 
Under this bill, he would be required to select two 
newspapers in each Congr®ssional district in the 
Union. 'I find the expense, at present, to be about 
$12,200 per annum for publishing the lawsof the 
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in each State for that purpose. But under this bill 
—by a calculation that 1 have made, and which I 
believe to be correct—I find the expense would be 
about $92,200 per annum; making a difference of 
$80,000 a year. I cannot find any corresponding 
benefit accruing to any one—no benefit that can 
correspond with this immense increase of expendi- 
ture. 

Mr. CARTTER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to in- 
quire of the gentleman whether he sees any benefit 
in expending the $12,000? 

Mr. HARRIS, 1 was just going to remark, 
that from the investigation I have given this sub- 
ject, | entertain the opinion that there is no benefit 
to any onearising from the publication of the laws 
of the United States in newspapers, except to the 
man who prints them, and gets his proportion of 
the $12,000. For when a gentleman desires to 
know what the laws of the United States are, he 
goes to the statutes of the United States, or he 
consults his lawyer to obtain that information. 
Is there a gentleman upon this floor, who knows 
of a solitary case where aman has gone to the 
newspapers of the county for the purpose of learn- 
ing what are the laws of the United States. 

Mr. SMART. I believe my friend is a profes- 
sional man, and I will ask him if he has not had 
men come into his office and often inquire of him 
about the bounty land law, and whether it is not 
in such a paper, and whether he has not seen it? 
1 have met with many such cases. 

Mr. HARRIS. I answer it with pleasure. I 
have been asked often, and inquired of as to the 
different provisions of the bounty land law, 
and—— 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, (interrupting.) I de- 
sire to inquire if the laws published in the news- 
papers would be received as authority by courts 
of law without being certified to? 

Mr. HARRIS. I suppose not. ° 

Mr. FULLER. That is my impression. 

Mr. SMART. The argument of my friend 
proves too much. It goes against the publication 
of the laws at all. 


Mr. HARRIS. 


[am against the change pro- 


posed by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Smart, ] 


and I see no material benefit to any one from the 
publication of the laws at all in the newspapers. 
Ihis is the position I have taken, and I think it 
can be maintained; but that is not the question be- 
fore the House. 

But what is the argument of the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Smarr] against the present system of 
publishing the laws, and in favor of the one he 
proposes? His objection to the present system is, 
that under it there is an excessive amount of Ex- 
ecutive patronage growing out of the publication 
of these laws, and he is afraid of, and opposed to, 
this system, because of its tendencies to consolida- 
tion. Under the present system, the Secretary of 
State is to select two newspapers in each State of 
the Union in which the laws of the United States 
are to be printed. Now, if you refer to the bill 
upon your table, you will see that under it the 
Secretary of State shall select two newspapers in 
each Congressional district in the Union. The gen- 
tleman’s facts destroy his argument. 

Mr. SMART. I regret to interrupt the gentle- 
man, but I think he misapprehends the bill. 

The Secretary of State is not authorized to do 
anything about the selection further than to re- 
ceive testimony as to which of the papers have the 
largest circulation, and decide upon the testimony 
according to the evidence. He has no discretion 
in the premises. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then under the bill, asI stated 
before, the Secretary of State will have the select- 
ing of the papers to publish the laws, and the dis- 
bursing, or rather of selection of the recipients of 
$92,200 a year, for the publication of the laws of 
the United States, instead of, under the existing 
laws, $12,200. You put into his hands, to be 
paid by this Government to the different presses 
of the country, the sum of $92,200 in the place of | 
$12,200. You give him the power to select—under 
the rules the bill prescribes—two papers from each | 
Congressional district to receive this patronage, 
instead of two papers in each State. Does not the | 
bili give him more patronage, than under the law | 
as it now exists? It gives him ninety-odd thou- 
sand dollars, instead of twelve thousand, and it 


gives him the selection of four hundred and || 


seventy-eight papers instead of sixty. | 
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: \| 
United States, in the two newspapers now selected | 


But, Mr. Speaker, [ do not apprehend that we 
are in any great danger of consolidation, growing 
out of this question of publishmg the laws of the 
United States in newspapers. Now, lamas much 
against a consolidated government as my friend 
from Maine, [Mr. Smarr,] but | cannot see in 
this question of printing the laws in newspapers 
any very great danger that we are incurring of 
consolidating our Government, I think my friend 
from Maine is giving an undue importance to the 
distribution of this $12,000 of patronage. I do 
not think any serious injury can result from it, 
except the small injury that results to the Treas- 
ury—and under his bill a much greater injury 
would result to it, than now does—for the reason 
that the expenditure of $80,000 more a year, with- 
out benefiting the public or any individual, except 
the gentlemen who happen to get the printing. I 
move to lay the bill upon the table. 

The question was then being taken upon the 
motion of Mr. Harris, when— 

Mr. SMART called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole upon 
the special orders. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, upon the special orders, (Mr. Oxvs in the 
chair. ) 

The CHAIRMAN. The business before the 
committee is the special order, being Senate bill 
No. 146, making land warrants assignable and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I propose to 
submit, for the consideration of the committee, a 
few remarks in support of the propositions, on the 
subject of military bounty land warrants, as con- 
tained in the Senate bill. And it may not be in- 
appropriate for me, at the present time, to refer 
briefly to the history of the proposition which is 
now before the committee for its consideration. 
At an early period of this session, the honorable 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Cons,] | believe, 
introduced a bill for the purpose of making land 
warrants assignable, which are not so under ex- 
isting laws. 


The provisions of that proposition met with the | 


approbation of this House. It was enacted into 
a law, so far as the action of the House could ac- 
complish that end, and sent to the Senate for its 
concurrence. After the passage of that bill, the 
honorable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Har- 
ris} submitted his joint resolution proposing to 


that law; but in addition to that, it contains other 
sections providing that the receivers and registers 
of the different land offices in the State where the 


| public land is situated, should receive pay equal 


to the sum which they received under the cash 
entries for locating these warrants. And further, 
that those registers and receivers who have here- 
tofore located these warrants, should also be paid 
for their services out of the Treasury of the United 
States. The resolution contains other proposi- 
tions, to which it is not necessary for my purpose 
at this time to refer. Those resolutions were con- 
sidered, and finally they were referred to a select 
committee, which committee, after grave consid- 
eration and solemn consultation, reported a bill 
back to this House, upon which it seemed, after 
the report had been made, there was not two of 
that committee who were able to agree. The 
builders of Babel were not more incomprehensible 
to each other than were the members of that com- 
mittee after they returned from their committee- 
room into this House. The chairman of the com- 
mittee, [Mr. Dunnam,] immediately after he 
reported this bill, proposed an amendment to the 


first section himself, and thereupon a very interest- | 

ing discussion grew up, confined principally to the | 
| members of that committee. K 

that, sir, a portion of that committee, with its | 

chairman at its head, insist most pertinaciously | 


Notwithstanding 


their bill shall become the settled law. 
posed to that bill. 
and in form. 

But to proceed with the further history of the 
proposition contained in the bill now before the 
committee for consideration. 


I am op- 
I am opposed to it in substance 


| whole subject—the joint resolution and a} 


| rence, and referred to this committee, and js , 


| himself upon this nondeseript reported by 4) 





While these mat- | 


eaves Hs ae ee se ns ao Feb. 4, 


| ters were going on in the House, the first bill ; 
il Dre. 


viding for the assignability of warrants } 


, ; ad a 
sent to the Senate. The Senate then took 


UD the 


: 7 I the " 
ceedings which had taken place in this Ho, y 


and, after mature deliberation, a bill passed tho. 
sed tho. 


body, which was sent to this House for its cone . 
5 cur. 
Vive 


of the propositions to be discussed at the prese; 
time. The gentleman from Tennessee, iM. 
Harris,| who reported the first resolution, gen, 
to me to have changed the ground he first o., 
pied on these resolutions. A very serious 
marked change has come over the spirit of 
dream, Notwithstanding the Senate bill combjiyu. 
almost word for word and letter for letter, the prop. 
osition as contained in his bill, he seems to ha, 
abandoned his own bantling, and to have {iyo 


PINs 


LG 


8 


very select committee. Why this is marvelyy 
and strange. The Senate could not have paid 
higher compliment to the gentleman from Tenpoc. 
see than it has done. It has imbodied, as | 9; 
before, almost word for word the same sentiyyoy: 
and provisions which were contained in his oriv;. 
nal joint resolution. I apprehend that no membe 
of this House could have submitted a Proposition 
which would’ have received a higher complimey, 
from the Senate of the United States, than thp 
proposition has received from that body which the 


§ 


| honorable gentleman from Tennessee submitted. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. If it is any 


uy 


| gratification to the gentleman from Illinois to knoy 


that Lam opposed to the adoption of the resoly. 


| tion which proposes to pay registers and receivers 
| for services heretofore performed, the gentlemay 


may have that information. I introduced the 


| joint resolution to which the gentleman referred, 
| upon the first or second day after the organization 
| of the House, stating at the time Il did go, tha 


they were the joint resolutions of the previous ses- 


| sion, with the Senate amendments thereto, copied 
| by one of the clerks. 
| it, scrutinized every feature it contained, my ob- 
| ject being to get the proposition to make the war- 
| rants assignable before the House, knowing (! 


I had not, before offering 


ut 


House could correct any defect that might exist, 


in s . . ? 

They contained a feature which, upon investiga- 
| tion, I condemn, and to which I am opposed, and 
| which opposition I expressed as soon as | invesii- 


gated the subject. I oppose it for the reason that 
the existing laws provided. for the compensation 


| of these officers; and if that compensation was 
| insufficient, they were not compelled to continue to 
| hold the office. 


| and receivers, for services heretofore performed wn- 


That feature is to pay to registers 


der the then existing laws, an amount indefinite as 


| to quantity and indefinite as to what number are 
‘accomplish the same thing with the first section of || to receive this pay. 
| that principle, whether it appears in the original 


| resolution introduced by myself, or in resolutions 


I am against the adoption of 


introduced by any other gentleman upon this floor, 


| and shall vote to strike it from my own, and every 


proposition in which it is contained, feeling it \o 
be my duty when, upon investigation, satisfied 
that a proposition is wrong, to correct the error, 


| whether the proposition be reported by myself or 


another. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, (resuming.) The gentle 


man is correct in the order of time in which his 


| resolutions were offered; they preceded the bill of 
! 

the gentleman from Alabama. é 
| agentleman introduces a resolution, whether he 


I understand when 


has made an exact copy of any other resolution 


| or not—whether he has introduced a resolution 
| which was reported at the last session of Congress 
| or not, that he indorses to the fullest extent every 
| sentiment and principle it contains; that he adopts 
| the proposition as his own, and submits it to the 


House for a candid and impartial consideration. 
If the gentleman has had reason since the time b¢ 
introduced this resolution to change his opinions; 
that is a matter with himself; yet it may very well 
be considered as a matter of astonishment to those 
who do not understand the causes which produced 
this great change in the mind of the gentleman up0" 
this particular subject, and I propose to show In the 
investigation of the subject, that the reason which 
the gentleman has just urged why he changed . 
opinions, is no reason at all,@/Phe amount whic! 


| is to be paid is not indefinite. "It is capable 0! it 
| ing ascertained with mathematical certainty, ®"™ 


propose, before taking my seat, to inform the gc 
tleman of almost the precise amount which you 
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